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your money can buy 
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The doctor who treats 
brain-damaged babies 
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Are you getting 
what you should? 
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dressage, football 


and the Paralympics 
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Edinburgh Festival preview, 
Les Amants du Pont Neuf, 
Eclectic Art, Freewheelin 


21 
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Co-operating for 
a better deal 
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How to love yourself 
Profile: Mabel Davis 


23 
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Take up tapestry 
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[magine ... the freedom to travel from 
your home to anywhere, at anytime. 


The Chairman range 
of cars has been designed to 
meet the needs and lifestyles 

of every wheelchair passenger. 


New and used Chairman in stock. 
Chairman urgently wanted. rh Di, 
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VISIT US ON THE FORD STAND AT THIS YEARS 


Visually-impaired runners Brinley Reynolds (left) and 
Simon Butler fight it out in the 100m at the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled’s national senior athletics 
championships. Results pages 16-17. 
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Palace 
minds its 
language 


Buckingham Palace is to 
change the wording on 
some of its signs after a 
protest from Britain’s only 
disabled mayor. 

Slim Flegg, Mayor of Mer- 
ton, wrote to complain after 
returning from a summer gar- 
den party at the Palace. 

He was particularly con- 
cerned about the sign for 
“invalid toilets”, pointing out 
that the dictionary definition of 
invalid was “void, null, one 
who is weak.” 

The Buckingham Palace 
Comptroller has now apolo- 
gised for any offence and told 
Mayor Flegg that the signs will 
be changed. 

Mayor Flegg said: “It shows 
that correct language is impor- 
tant and it is worth complain- 
ing - even to the Palace.” 

The new wording has still to 
be decided. 


Jobs and 


training 


In crisis 


The employment and training of disabled people is 
going from bad to worse, say charities and independ- 


ent researchers. 


The recession is hitting dis- 
abled people’s job prospects 
twice as hard as anyone else, 
Youth Training is “a disaster”, 
and more cuts are likely in 
Training and Enterprise Coun- 
cils (TECs) funding. 

An independent survey in 
1989 estimated that 285,000 
disabled people who could 
work were unemployed. 

But a new report puts the 
figure at nearly 298,000. At 
23.2 per cent, this is double the 
rate for non-disabled people. 

The charity Youthaid and 
the Unemployment Unit, an 
independent research group 
which highlights unemploy- 
ment problems, based their 
joint report on the Govern- 
ment’s annual Labour Force 
Survey. 

The Employment Policy 
Institute (EPI), an independent 
think-tank, estimates the real 
figure could be as high as 1.5 
million because many disabled 
people are hidden from official 


figures. 

The EPI report, written by 
Steve Smith of The Spastics 
Society, and drawing on exist- 
ing research, finds that disabled 
people are at least two-and-a- 
half times more likely to be 
unemployed, and employers are 
six times more likely to turn 
down a disabled person for 
interview even if their qualifi- 
cations and experience are 
identical to a non-disabled per- 
son’s. 

At the other end of the job 
scale, Youth Training (YT) for 
disabled people is “an unmiti- 
gated disaster”, according to 
the Youth Employment and 


Training Resource Unit 
(YETRU), an _ independent 
group. 

YETRU claims most dis- 
abled people are segregated 
within YT nd _ generally 


receive poor quality training for 
jobs they do not want. It used 
Government statistics and 
interviews with 30 trainees in 

Continued on page 4 


People First close to 
winning charity status 


People First looks certain to 
win charitable status after 
fighting a Charity Commis- 
sion ruling that people with 
learning difficulties could 
not run a charity. 

The Commission said in 
June that People First would 
have to sack its management 
group before its application 
could be accepted. 

After the decision was made 
public, offers of support came 
in from Dulwich MP Tessa 
Jowell, and former adversary 
Mencap. Mencap, which has 
had a war of words with People 
First over Mencap’s name and 


poster campaigns, offered sup- 
port and legal advice. 

A Charity Commission 
spokeswoman told DWN last 
month the People First applica- 
tion was being reconsidered 
and is “likely to be successful”. 

Nigel Bull of People First 
said: “The commission’s deci- 
sion was stupid as people with 
learning difficulties should be 
able to run their own charities. 
We have received a second let- 
ter from them which hints they 
will change their minds so we 
are confident of success.” 


See Letters to the Editor, p14. 


2 NEWS 


Cerullo ‘miracles’ 
are investigated 


Claims that American evange- 
list Morris Cerullo cured more 
than 700 people during his 
mission to London in July have 
been refuted by the BBC’s 
Heart of the Matter (DN, 
August). 

Of 26 cases provided by Mr 
Cerullo’s organisation for the 
programme to verify, 14 had no 
previous medical records, two 
refused to co-operate and the 
ten others failed to convince 
the doctors. 

“There is no evidence of 
miraculous healing,” said a 
spokesperson for the pro- 
gramme. “Most of the cases are 
of people who have misdiag- 
nosed themselves or were not 


so ill as to consider getting 
medical treatment.” 

Mr Cerullo has refused to 
take responsibility for the death 
of Audrey Reynolds, a 25-year- 
old woman with epilepsy from 
South London, who died six 
days after attending one of his 
meetings. Southwark coroner 
Sir Montague Levine, said she 
died because she thought she 


had been cured and stopped © 


taking her drugs. 

A spokesman for Mr Cerullo 
said: “There is no evidence 
that Audrey Reynolds stopped 
taking her tablets because she 
thought she was cured and we 
disagree totally with the tv pro- 
gramme.” 


Charities doomed 


Two charities for disabled peo- 
ple are the latest to be dealt a 
death blow by falling public 
donations and dwindling local 
authority payments. 

Dial UK, the national advice 
service run by disabled people, 
is likely to close this month. 
The charity, which helps some 
110,000 disabled people a year 
through 100 member groups, 
relies on donations and a Gov- 
ernment grant of £45,000 a 
year which has stood still since 
1989. Donations have plum- 
meted from £39,000 last year, 
to a _ projected £13,000 to 
£16,000 this year. 

Surviving on Government 
money brought forward by two 
months, Dial UK is urgently 


looking for a team mate to con- 
tribute £22,000 this year. 

The Community Aide Pro- 
gramme in London, which for 
ten years has been employing 
people with learning difficulties 
to help elderly and physically 
disabled people go out to the 
shops or with their housework, 
will be wound up this month. 

From 20 employees, many of 
whom moved on to other jobs, 
the programme is down to two, 
hit by local authority cutbacks 
and lack of interest from com- 
panies and trusts. 

“We need £30,000 a year to 
employ up to five people to 
help 40 people in the commu- 
nity,” said Margaret Morgan, 
one of the directors. 
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Ne specialist in safari holidays we are very pleased to 
offer a Kenya Safari suitable for the less mobile traveller. 
Imagine seeing Kenya’s wildlife in such famous game 
parks as the Masai Mara, Aberdares and Lake Nakuru 
before spending a few nights relaxing on Kenya’s 
Mombasa coast. Yes, it is possible! 


Our first Safari departs London on 12 November 1992 
and others are planned for 1993. 
For full details please call: 


081 864 4431 
ELITE VACATIONS LTD 


98-100 Bessborough Road, Harrow 
Middlesex, HA1 3DT 


VACATIONS 
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Retired social worker Stella Whur of Wimbledon celebrates passing the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists’ driving test. Ms Whur, who has been driving for over 25 years, took the 
test using a Carchair system fitted to the driver’s side of her Renault Clio 1.4T. 


Pirie wins partial victory 


A disabled woman who took 
the Government to the High 
Court over her lost job wants 
others to do the same.* 

Carole Pirie, 47, who has 
multiple sclerosis, was  dis- 
missed by Swedish telecommu- 
nication firm Ericsson Ltd in 
October 1990 because she was 
unable to type faster. She 
claimed Ericsson acted in 
breach of the 1944 Act which 
makes it an offence to dismiss a 
registered disabled person 
“without reasonable cause” if 
an employer would then have 
less than three per cent of dis- 
abled people in his workforce. 

She then sought a judical 
review of the Secretary of State 
for Employment’s decision not 


to prosecute her former 
employer under The Disabled 
Persons (Employment) Act 
1944 (DN, July). 

But the Secretary of State 
would not comply. 

Now Mrs Pirie is claiming 
victory after the Secretary of 
State was forced to tell her why 
there was no prosecution. 

The Secretary of State 
showed Mrs Pirie a report by 
the Local Committee for the 
Employment of People with 
Disabilities (CEPD), the body 
which advises the Employment 
Secretary whether to prosecute. 
This said that Mrs Pirie’s dis- 
missal was “not unreasonable” 
and that no prosecution should 
be made. 


‘People carriers of the future’ 


Contact sales on 0392 211611 
DEVON CONVERSIONS 


VULCAN WORKS, WATER LANE 
EXETER, DEVON EX2 8BY 


RECOGNISED BY 
VOLKSWAGEN 


“The Government is afraid 
to set a precedent because they 
fear it will open the floodgates. 
But now that the basis on 
which prosecutions will be 
taken has been set out, this 
should make it easier for others 
to take action,” said Mrs Pirie. 


*Carole Pirie, tel: (0273) 554670. 
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Spastics Society hit 


Faced with an_ unexpected 
shortfall in income this year of 
£3.3 million, The Spastics 
Society has witheld a cost of 
living increase of 4.1 per cent 
from its 3,500 workforce. 

Earlier in the year it bud- 
geted for a £1 million surplus 
on an income of £74 million. 

Although income has risen 
by 12 per cent over last year, it 
is not enough to meet the 
demand for the Society’s ser- 
vices. While expenditure is on 
target, income from fundraising 
and local authorities has been 
hit by the continuing recession. 

In one region, since April, 
over 250 collection box sites 
have been lost because busi- 
nesses have gone bust. Shops 
department sales, which made a 
£5 million profit last year, are 
levelling off. 

To deal with the situation, 
the Society’s executive council 
approved a package of fund- 
raising initiatives plus expendi- 
ture cuts, which included staff 
recruitment, advertising and 
promotion. The cost of living 
award will save about {1 mil- 
lion in a full year. 

MSF, the industry and ser- 
vices union, which claims to 
represent 400 members in the 


ILF cutback 


Thousands of severely dis- 
abled people will no longer be 
eligible for Independent Liv- 
ing Fund (ILF) grants because 
of new restrictions imposed 
last month. 

The new qualifying criteria 
means that applicants must be 
on income support as well as 
being over 16, unable to afford 
the personal care they need to 
live at home, and receiving the 
maximum care component of 
the Disability Living 
Allowance or the higher rate 
of Attendance Allowance. 

ILF trustees said the crite- 
ria had been revised “due to 
pressure on the 1992-93 bud- 
get from a very high rate of 
applications”. The Fund 
closes next March. 


Society, is seeking a meeting 
with management. 

It argues that staff were not 
told about the planned £1 mil- 
lion surplus, which is the same 
amount as that saved by with- 
olding the cost of living 
increase; that the senior man- 
agement team have recently 
consolidated their performance- 
related pay into basic salaries of 
£50,000 each, and that for 
some staff the pay freeze 
breaches their contracts. 

A Society spokesperson said 
that staff had been informed of 
the planned surplus in a 
newsletter and the Society’s 
senior management team 
believed they had acted legally. 

On the pay of senior direc- 
tors she said: “I cannot com- 
ment on information § in 
personal files. But directors 
cannot vote themselves a pay 
rise. The executive council 
reviewed directors’ salaries in 
April. They are due for review 
in October but there will be no 
pay increase for them. 

“The critical issue is how an 
organisation of the size and 
complexity of the Society can 
continue to develop its services 
in today’s difficult economic 
environment.” 


Carer gets life 


A carer has been jailed for life 
for murdering the 66-year-old 
disabled woman she was hired 
to look after 

Clare Bastow, 31, was a live- 
in carer to Cathy O’Neill of 
Shepherd’s Bush, London. 

Last December, the court 
heard, Bastow _ repeatedly 
banged Ms O’Neill’s head on 
the bathroom floor, stabbed 
her, and then slit her throat. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council had found Bastow 
through Care Alternatives, a 
private care agency. She 
slipped through the agency’s 
vetting procedures by giving 
false references. 

The council wants all agen- 
cies to be registered and 
inspected by councils. 


Telethon splits disability world 


A bitter feud has broken out 
between those who want to 
improve Telethon from the 
inside and those who want it 


A Block Telethon supporter outside the tv studios. 


stopped now. 

A crowd of over 1,000 
“Block Telethon” protestors 
who had gathered outside Lon- 


KATIE EGAN 


don Weekend Television dur- 
ing the 28-hour charity 
marathon, hurled abuse at dis- 
ability training consultant Phil 
Friend as he went in. 

They were angry that Mr 
Friend and Dr Stephen Duck- 
worth had trained Telethon 
producers and presenters in dis- 
ability awareness. The Employ- 
ers Forum on Disability were 
given £10,000 by Telethon to 
pay for the training. Mr Friend 
also appeared on the show and 
argued that people are disabled 
by society’s attitudes and 
actions, rather than medical 
conditions. 

Block Telethon organiser 
Alan Holdsworth said: “These 
people are traitors to the dis- 
ability movement who co-oper- 
ated with Telethon for the 
money and to advance their 
own careeers.” 

But Mr Duckworth said: 
“TV is a very powerful 
medium, so it is important dis- 
abled people become the allies 
of TV, rather than its enemies. 
However much we hate 
Telethon, it is much better to 
work from within TV _ to 
improve things, rather than 
shout abuse from outside. ” 


Fireman douse retirement plans 


Firemen with diabetes are 
fighting a ruling that bars them 
from fighting fires. 

Home Office officials ruled 
in 1989 that people with dia- 
betes who are dependent on 
insulin should be barred on 
medical grounds. It was feared 
they could collapse, endanger- 
ing themselves and colleagues. 

But 18 diabetic firemen who 
defied the ruling and refused to 
retire on medical grounds, have 
won their appeals. Four of the 
victories happened in the last 
month, and many more firemen 
are now expected to appeal. 

Tim Hoy, who formed the 
National Register of Diabetic 
Firemen after being diagnosed 
three years ago, said: “It is 
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ALL THE SUPERB FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL JAN: 


Adjustable seat dimensions ensuring comfort, support and the ability to ‘GROW’ 


with your child. 


© Wide range of tilt options - complete seat, backrest and footrest angles 


individually adjustable. 


Attractive appearance and wide range of accessories. 
© Easily reversed seat - faces backwards or forwards. 
© Folds compactly for storage and transport. 


AND NOW: 


© Better options for hip/trunk and thoracic support. 
¢ Lighter aiuminium version available. 
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© More automatic locking features - 


for ease of use and Safety. 


For more information about the Horacek Range, contact 
#3 Booster using the coupon below (postage is free) or call 
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ridiculous to lump _ people 
together in this way as different 
people react in different ways 
to diabetes. I know diabetic 
colleagues who are so fit they 
can run the London 
marathon.” 

The Fire Brigades Union 
wants each case to be treated 
on merit. Spokesman Dave 
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NEWTON ELAN - Well Proven 


Easily Transportable Powered Wheelchair. 

ELJC 2054, ELSC 2055, ELWC 2056 

¢ Impressive Indoor/Outdoor Performance 

e Side Mounted Batteries For Easy Folding 
and Stowage 

¢ Easily Detachable Kerb Climber 


¢ Independent Suspension Gives 
Comfortable Ride 


e Attractive Styling 
¢ VALUE FOR MONEY 
“oO AS) Why Not Have a Demonstration? 
a | Sa oo os os 


Newton Products, Freepost, Birmingham, B33 8BR 
Tel: 021 783 6081 


Matthews said: “The only cri- 
teria should be whether people 
are able to do their jobs.” 

A British Diabetic Associa- 
tion spokeswoman said: “The 
ruling is unfair and we have 
been lobbying to get it 
changed. Fireman can stop a 
hypo attack by eating as they 
set off on a job.” 


Fax: 021 783 5723 
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4.NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 
Labour unveils new disability team | Quotas 


New Labour leader John Smith 
has put some new faces on the 
disability scene following his 
shadow cabinet re-jig. 

Out goes Wythenshawe MP 


Alf Morris as Labour’s 
spokesperson “for disabled 
people”. In comes Hudders- 
field’s Barry Sheerman as 
spokesperson “for disabled 


people’s rights”. 

Mr Morris, 64, had been in 
the job since 1979, and was the 
first Minister for the Disabled 
from 1974-79. 

Mr Sheerman, 52, became an 
MP in 1979. An ex-lecturer in 
political theory and govern- 
ment, he is known as a moder- 
ate with a steady, relaxed style. 
He was once described by the 
Daily Mail as “rather sensible”. 

A long-time campaigner for 
the introduction of seatbelts, he 
was also the party’s assistant 
spokesman on training and 
young people from 1983-88. 
After doubling his majority in 
1987, he served under Roy 
Hattersley as deputy opposition 
spokesperson on home affairs. 


He lists the media, industry, 
trade, young people, finance 


and transport safety among his 

special political interests. He is 

married with four children. 
Having no known connection 


David Blunkett 


to disability, Mr Sheerman’s 
appointment is seen as either 
an adroit move to manoeuvre 
disability issues into the main- 
stream using a politician with 
home affairs experience, or just 
a change for change’s sake. 
Out goes Robin Cook as 
Labour’s health spokesperson 
and in comes visually-impaired 


Brightside MP David Blunkett. 
Mr Blunkett had been oppo- 
sition spokesperson on_ local 
government since 1988. 
Wakefield MP David Hinch- 
liffe is social _ services 


Donald Dewar 


spokesperson. 

Oldham West MP Michael 
Meacher is replaced as social 
security spokesperson by Glas- 
gow Garscadden MP Donald 
Dewar. Mr Meacher had held 
the post since 1989. 

Also to note are: 

* Sedgefield MP Tony Blair 
becomes shadow home secre- 


tary 

* Frank Dobson, MP for Hol- 
born and St Pancras, becomes 
shadow employment secretary 
* Hull East MP John Prescott 
stays at transport 


Barry Sheerman 


* Ann Taylor, MP for Dews- 
bury, is the new shadow educa- 
tion secretary. 

The Liberal Democrat dis- 
ability team remains the same, 
with Roxburgh and Berwick- 
shire MP Archy Kirkwood 
keeping responsibility for social 
security and Liz Lynne health 
and community care. 


Benefits refusals hit roof 


Over 90 per cent of disabled 
people applying for the new 
Disability Working Allowance 
(DWA) have had their claims 
turned down. 

A letter to Sir John Hannam 
from Benefits Agency chief 
executive Michael Bichard, said 
13,500 people had applied from 
April to June. Of the claims 
which have been decided, only 
around nine per cent have been 
successful. Mr Bichard said 


many claims were coming from 
people who clearly did not 
meet the qualifying conditions. 
The Department of Social 
Security has launched an 
inquiry. The Commons Social 
Security Committee is also to 
investigate DWA and the new 
Disability Living Allowance*. 


*Evidence by 16 October to Social 
Security Committee, 
Commons, London SWI1A OAA. 
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Action on special needs 


The Government has set out 
its widely heralded proposals 
on special educational needs in 
a White Paper (DN, July, 
August). 

The proposals include: statu- 
tory time limits - unspecified - 
for assessments and statement- 
ing; giving parents the right to 
choose their child’s school 
“providing that certain condi- 
tions are met”; setting up an 
independent appeals tribunal; 


making any LEA or grant- 
maintained school admit a 
child with special needs if that 
school is named in a statement; 
giving the Secretary of State 
power to let special schools 
“opt-out” of local authority 


getting 
worse 


The number of disabled people 
employed in major Govern- 
ment departments is getting 
worse instead of better, it has 
been revealed. 

Hornsey and Wood Green 
Labour MP Barbara Roche has 
been following up fellow MP 
Grenville Janner’s quest to fer- 
ret out disability employment 
statistics using parliamentary 
questions. 

Mr Janner found out that 
only one department - Employ- 
ment - met the Government’s 
quota of three per cent (DN, 
August). 

Ms Roche found five depart- 
ments with less disabled 
employees in 1991 than they 
had in 1989 (1989 percentage 
figures in bold): 
*Defence: 0.9 (1) 
*Foreign Office 
wing): 0.3 (0.5) 
*Treasury: 1.1 (/.2) 

*Trade and Industry: 1.1 (1.2) 
*Scotland: 1.1 (1.4) 

“This gives the lie to Goy- 
ernment claims that things are 
getting better,” said Ms Roche. 

“Even in their own min- 
istries, the Tory cabinet’s strat- 
egy of encouragement rather 
than legislation isn’t working,” 
she added. 

“These figures show that, 
more than ever, people with 
disabilities need a legal guaran- 
tee of equal treatment, and 
legal rights against discrimina- 
tion.” 
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with tremor to 
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independently. 
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times more 
convenient and 
less degrading 
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“NeaterEater by Liberator” 


NEATEREaTER is not a 
powered machine... 
..the user controls the spoon and a 


damping device on the arm filters out any 
jerky movements, enabling the spoon to be 
moved smoothly from plate to mouth. 


For more details about NeaTerEarer or other 
Liberator products and services call direct 


on Freephone 0800 622457 
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Whitegates, Swinstead, Lincolnshire NG33 4PA. 
Telephone: 047684 391 Fax: 047684 357 
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NEATEREATER is... 

...a Self-levelling spoon 
attached to an arm that 
smooths out any sudden 
movements. This is 
mounted on its own base, 
which clamps to a table. 
The NearerEaTeRr's plate can 
be rotated, yet is securely 
located on the baseboard. 
The whole unit is made 
from easily cleanable, 
corrosion resistant 
materials. Low weight, 
toughness and reliability 
are key features. 
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Jobs and training crisis 
Continued from page | 


Birmingham in 1990-91. 
Youthaid, using the Govern- 
ment’s annual YT Leavers Sur- 
vey, estimates that 56 per cent 
of disabled people leave YT 
schemes early and only 29 per 
cent leave YT for work. 
Director Lucy Ball said that 
Training and Enterprise Coun- 
cils (TECs), which fund train- 
ing, have had seven to 15 per 
cent cuts in their training bud- 


control and become grant 
maintained. 

Choice and Diversity, £8.60, 
From HMSO, tel: 071-873 
9090. 

gets this year and another 


round of cuts is on the way. 

“With more cuts to TECs in 
the pipeline, disabled people 
are likely to face more discrim- 
ination and a lack of training in 
the coming months,” com- 
mented Steve Smith. 

Susan Scott Parker, director 
of the Employers’ Forum on 
Disability, wants the Govern- 
ment to set up an independent 
inquiry into Youth Training. 

“There are obviously prob- 
lems which need to be looked 
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Telephone: (0642) 480660. 


=m ANN CHARLTON LODGE 


Ann Charlton Lodge is Britain’s first purpose-built residential 
home for both the long and short-term care of people with 
Multiple Sclerosis and related conditions of the central 


Set in landscaped gardens, close to Redcar seafront and 
town centre, the Lodge has been uniquely designed in close 
consultation with Ann Chariton, the founder, who has MS. 


The home offers: 


Excellent food with an extensive menu 

Private accommodation and specialised ensuite facilities 
Personalised emergency staff call facility 

Single level building with easy wheelchair access throughout 
Communal lounges, conservatory, hall and gardens 

Informal atmosphere - visitors are always welcome 

The opportunity to meet new friends amongst residents and staff 
A variety of social activities and escorted outings 


For further details and brochure please contact: Mrs Jean Franklin, Care 
Manager, Ann Charlton Lodge, Edenhall Grove, Redcar, Cleveland TS10 4PR. 


at very closely,” she said. 

A Department of Employ- 
ment spokesperson said the 
increase in people leaving YT 
for unemployment was not a 
comment on the quality of YT 
- which is “excellent” - but on 
the state of the job market. 

“The comparison made by 
Youthaid is very short-term. 
Viewed over the long-term, the 
quality of YT judged by the 
success of its participants is 
there for all to see. 

“Over three quarters of 
young people surveyed say they 
find YT useful or very useful 
and 75 per cent of all com- 
pleters. go into jobs, further 
education or training. 

“Early leaving should not be 
seen as a sign that young peo- 
ple are rejecting YT. Many 
young people leaving training 
early do so in order to take up 
a job or further education.” 


Disabled People in the Labour 
Market, £3, Employment Policy 
Institute, tel: 071-735 0777. 

No Choice, No Training, £3.50, 


Youth Employment Training 
Resource Unit, tel: 021-236 
8620. 


Working Brief, £4, Youthaid 
and Unemployment Unit, tel: 
071-737 8068. 
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Now that we’re back on the approved Motability 


list, your Mobility Allowance can give you the 


Si use of certain Micras, Sunnys and Primeras on 


60,000 
ere the Contract Hire scheme, at very attractive 


terms, including some derivatives with no initial 
payment. Or through the Motability Hire Purchase 
scheme, you can use your allowance to help you buy any 
vehicle in the Nissan range. 

There’s a huge choice of cars to suit every need. 
From versatile 3 and 5-door hatchbacks to 4-door saloons 


and estates. Even 4-wheel drive, all-terrain vehicles and 


throne, 


high-performance sports coupes. Power steering is fitted 
as standard on many models and automatic transmission 
is available as an option on most vehicles in the range. 
And as well as Nissan’s outstanding reputation for 
reliability and economy, every new vehicle comes 
with a 3 year/60,000 mile manufacturer’s warranty and 
24 hour RAC Roadside Assistance. 


To find out more about the Nissan Motability scheme, 


c=] NISSAN 
Motability 


call 0800 777 200 for the 
address of your nearest 


Authorised Dealer. 
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6 BREAKTHROUGHS 


Torpedo pill 
on target 


American researchers are 
developing a computerised 
“smart pill” (right) that enables 
doctors to deliver insulin 
directly to the intestines. 

Insulin is normally 
destroyed by acids in the stom- 
ach before it reaches the 
intestines. 

Researchers also hope doc- 
tors will be able to use the pill 


to treat specific areas of the 
bowel affected by Crohn's Dis- 
ease and ulcerative colitis, and 
to target smaller doses of 
chemotherapy drugs directly at 
colon and intestine tumours so 
reducing side effects. 

The motorised pill is being 
developed by Professor Jerome 
Schentag and David D’Andrea 
of Millard Fillmore Hospital, 
Buffalo. 

The capsule contains a tiny 
radio transmitter which lets the 
doctor know where it is. Sig- 
nals from the pill are picked up 


follow the pill’s progress on a 
screen. The medication is pro- 


by antennae sewn into a vest 
worn by the patient, which 


. BATTERY BER 


TRANSMITTER INITIATOR PROPULSION PISTON DRUG 
AND ANTENNA SYSTEM CHAMBE! 


DAILY MAIL 


tected from digestive acids by a 
carbon coating. 
When it reaches the right 


feeds the location of the pill to 
a small computer located in a 
vest pocket. Doctors can then 


ou've admired them from afar. 
(Perhaps they weren't within 


your range). 


In which case, it's time you took a 


closer look. 


A brand new Peugeot 106 is now 
available to you at an initial rental 


that simply couldn't be lower. 
Nil, to be precise. 


In terms of style, performance, 
comfort and handling, the 106 could 


hardly be improved. 


For your particular needs, however, 


NOW THERE'S 


NOTHING 
TO STOP YOU 
CHOOSINGA 


THE LION GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 


improvements could hardly be easier. 


Your dealer can arrange for your 
chosen vehicle (including the very 
competitively priced 205, 309, 405 


PEUGEOT 


or 605) to take swivel seats, hand 
controls, and cranes for wheelchairs, 
with a minimum of fuss. 

Should other special features such 
as electric windows, or a sunroof seem 
a refreshing idea, were sure that your 
Peugeot Representative will be equally 
accommodating. 


For further information, 
please contact your local 


Peugeot Dealer, who 

will be able to help you © 
decide which model ee 
best suits yourneeds. § MOTABILITY 


PEUGEOT 


Peugeot Motability Department 0203 884000 


place, the computer tells the 
pill to release its drug. The 
empty capsule is then passed 
out of the body as normal. 

The battery-powered pill is 
being tested on volunteers and 
researchers expect it to be on 
the market within seven years. 

The pill costs £210, but the 
researchers expect the price to 
drop once it is mass produced. 

A British Diabetic Associa- 
tion spokeswoman said: “This 
could be an important step for- 
ward as insulin taken orally is 
normally broken down and 
destroyed by the stomach. Any 
development that takes the pill 
directly to the intestines and 
protects it from digestive acids 
would be an important break- 
through.” 


Cells keep 
HIV virus 
‘locked up’ 


Scientists have identified a cell 
in the immune system that 
attacks the HIV virus. They 
believe it may hold the key to a 
new treatment for Aids. 

The cell, known as CD8, 
produces a protein that keeps 
the HIV virus “locked up” in 
infected cells and stops it 
spreading round the body. 

Researchers at San Fran- 
sisco’s University College dis- 
covered that CD8 activity is 
strong in HIV positive people 
who remain healthy, but drops 
off when Aids symptoms 
begin. It is not yet known why 
the cells lose their capacity to 
attack the virus. 

Speaking at July’s Interna- 
tional Conference on Aids in 
Amsterdam, Professor Jay 
Levy of the University 
research team, said: “We have 
shown that activity of CD8 
cells is important for blocking 
replication of the Aids virus.” 

He said the new finding 
could explain why some people 
do not develop HIV despite 
repeated high risk behaviour. 
“It is possible that the CD8 
mechanism kills the virus very 
soon after infection.” 

The team hopes the CD8 
protein will eventually be used 
as a drug, but the National 
Aids Trust (NAT) has warned 
that there is still a lot more 
research to be done. 

NAT research and informa- 
tion officer Julian Meldrum 
said: “This is an interesting 
development but we are still a 
long way away from a new 
Aids therapy.” 


Wa NEED YOU! 
Why read somebody 
else’s copy of DN when 
you can have your own 
your 


delivered to home 


for only £10 a year? 

Support DN with your 
subscription. Call Karen 
on 071-383 4575 or fill in 
the form on page 31. 
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IN BRIEF 
REESE LT 


Award for Ann 
Disabled travel F™ ge 
journalisthg 
Anne Davies 
OBE has won 
the 1992 
Booker Fitch 
Catey Tourism 
Award for her =e 
fight to get disabled travellers 
a better deal. 

Ms Davies, from New Bar- 
net, Herts, reports for Wish 
You Were Here and is a well- 
known campaigner and travel 
writer (DN, May 1991). 

Jill Crawshaw, travel writer 
for the Sunday Express and one 
of the judges, said: “Her brav- 
ery, persistence and knowledge 
of the problems facing disad- 
vantaged people while travel- 
ling is awesome.” 


if 


Cash for dance 
Dance Disabled dance projects 
have been awarded a total of 
£31,000 in Arts Council grants. 
Among the 23 awards 
announced in July was £20,000 
for Amici Dance Theatre, 
£6,000 for Candoco and 
£5,000 for Touchdown Dance. 


Free phone calls 

BT unveiled three new services 
for deaf people who use text- 
phones last month. 

Textphone users can register 
for free directory enquiries by 
calling (0800) 838 363. Report- 
ing a fault or using any other 
customer service is free if you 
phone (0800) 243 123 between 
8am and 6pm Monday to Sat- 
urday. And free phonebook 
entries can also show that 
someone is a textphone user, 
giving the type of equipment 
they have next to the usual 
entry. For an application form 
call (0800) 252 303 between 
8am and 4pm Monday to Fri- 
day. 

Minicom users should switch 
their machines to “CCITT” 
when using all these services. 


Europe goes elderly 
Age Concern England held a 
conference on Ageing in the 
European Community in July. 

The two-day event in Lon- 
don discussed European policy 
on ageing and the UK pro- 
gramme for the European Year 
of Older People and Solidarity 
Between Generations in 1993. 

Events set up to celebrate 
the year include a jazz festival 
for the over 50s in Birming- 
ham, and a travelling photo- 
graphic exhibition. 


Correction 

Thank you to Dr Ron Firman 
of Nottingham for pointing out 
that the amalgamation of the 
National Spastics Society and 
the British Council for the 
Welfare of Spastics, forming 
The Spastics Society, took 
place in 1963 and not 1952 (40 
things, DN, June supplement). 


Discover EXPO ’92 


Isabel Montes Garcia reports 
Over 100 countries and organi- 
sations, including those for dis- 
abled people, are at the EXPO 
92 exhibition in Seville. 

The theme is “The Age of 
Discoveries”, marking the 
500th anniversary of the dis- 
covery of America. 

Sharing the same pavilion 
are the Spanish National 
Organisation for the Blind 
(ONCE) and the ONCE Foun- 
dation for the Social Integra- 
tion of People with Disabilities. 

At the ONCE pavilion there 
is a library with three kinds of 
books (printed, tape and 
braille) containing samples of 
the world’s best literature. 

A section dedicated to inte- 
gration in work shows adapted 
switchboards, computers, type- 
writers, etc. Many cultural 
events like exhibitions, theatre, 
concerts, poetry and confer- 
ences by disabled people have 
been taking place since 20 
April, when the _ exhibition 
opened. Sports and education 
for disabled people are also 
depicted. Information is avail- 
able in English. 

The Organisation For the 
Support of Disabled People 


David and Francesca Gar- 
man, founders of Mangar 
Aids Ltd, celebrated the 
family firm’s 10th anniver- 
sary in July with Vicky 
Green, 6, from Stafford- 
shire. Vicky was the first 
person to have a Mangar 
Freestyle, a powered elevat- 
ing wheelchair. Among the 
Mid-Wales' based com- 
pany’s other products are 
the Mangar Booster, the 
Portable Mangar Bathlift 
and the Mangar Genie. 


(SAPNE) will be taking care of 
the needs of disabled visitors. 
Based on the ONCE pavilion, 
SAPNE will give out informa- 
tion, lend special equipment 
and organise sight-seeing tours 
for groups of people with dif- 
ferent disabilities. The last two 
are available by previous 
arrangement. On your first 
visit, ONCE will pay for your 
entry ticket plus one compan- 
ion. All other days the price is 
1,500 pesetas (£12) for the dis- 
abled visitor and 3,000 pesetas 
(£24) for a companion. 
Transport to and from the 
entrance gates, wheelchair 
accessibility guides (the site is 
90 per cent accessible) and 
assistance for unaccompanied 
disabled visitors is free. 


Till 12 October. For more details 
on SAPNE services, contact Mr 
Galvan at the ONCE pavilion, 
tel: 010 3454471222. Few hotels 
in Spain have special facilities 
for disabled people, so it is wise to 
check before booking. The Span- 
ish Tourist Office in London, tel: 
071-499 0901 can provide lists of 
hotels. Prices for a return flight 
average £150, but they can vary 
widely so shop around. 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


Home is where the art is: Gladys Brown helps launch 
Lewisham Council’s new art-at-home pilot scheme, jointly 
sponsored with the Open College of Arts and the London 
Arts Board. Tutors will visit ten people who cannot leave 
their homes to teach them painting and collage. An exhibi- 
tion is planned at the end of the scheme’s six-month trial. 


One-stop benefit shops? 


The Government is planning 
to introduce a “one-stop” ben- 
efits payment scheme to make 
claiming easier. 

Over 5 million people claim 
three or more benefits, often 
applying to different offices 
and using different forms. 

Under the new system, peo- 
ple could apply for a range of 
benefits at the same place. 
They would deal with a single 
member of staff and use one 
form for multiple applications. 

Social Security Secretary 
Peter Lilley launched a discus- 


sion document on the £500m 
“one-stop” programme in 
August. 

Benefits campaigners say the 
proposals could be a Govern- 
ment ploy to save money. 

Sally Witcher, campaign 
worker for Disability Alliance, 
said: “Without an increase in 
resources or staff training, it 
will be difficult for the neces- 
sary range of expertise to be 
made available at one stop.” 


Benefits Agency Service Deliv- 
ery, free, tel: (0532) 347381. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


és) 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 
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Conference urges human rights for deat people 


Bernard Quinn reports 
Representatives of the 500,000 
deaf people in the European 
Community met in Blackpool in 
July for the first-ever confer- 
ence to discuss their human 
rights. 

It was organised by the 
British Deaf Association for the 
European Community Regional 
Secretariat of deaf people 
(ECRS), a division of the World 
Federation of Deaf people, and 
sponsored by Reebok. 

Three subjects were target- 
ted: child abuse, fostering and 
adoption, and HIV/AIDS. 
Most of the work in these areas 
is being done in the UK. 

Time and again, delegates 
called for access to information, 
greater involvement of deaf peo- 
ple in developing policy and 
services, and the need to recog- 
nise the crucial role of the 
indigenous deaf communities, 
their culture and language. 

After three days, all the reso- 
lutions were agreed  unani- 
mously. They included: 

*the right of all deaf children in 
the EC to grow and live in a 
safe and caring world 

*the right of deaf people, espe- 
cially survivors of abuse, to have 
abuse recognised and appropiate 
professional support provided 
*the right to have access to 
information in sign language 


SS 


Simon Lawton Smith, Depa 


BDA patron Princess Diana with (from /eft) Emily Smith, 7, 


Jason Francis, 8, Rachel Humphries, 7, and Ian Perman, 8 


and the support of profession- 
ally trained deaf counsellors 
*the right of all deaf children to 
have access to the deaf commu- 
nity, its language and culture 
*the right of deaf adults to be 
considered as potential foster or 
adoptive parents and not to be 
discriminated against on the 
grounds of their deafness. 

On HIV/AIDS, delegates 
agreed deaf people should have: 
*the right to live and move 
freely in society, regardless of 
race, religion, gender, age, sex- 
ual orientation or HIV status 
*accessible HIV/AIDS preven- 


¢ As a disabled person, what sort of information do YOU need? 
¢ How can YOU influence the way it’s provided? 


° Would you like to SHARE your views and experiences 
with people from all over Europe and the UK - FREE? 


If so, come to INFORM ’92, a free exhibition 
and programme of presentations by European 
and UK speakers on meeting the information 

needs of disabled people in Europe. 


tion programmes and 
*support programmes  devel- 
oped and led by deaf people or 
in close partnership with hear- 
ing professionals or agencies. 
The resolutions now go to the 
ECRS for adoption at its Octo- 
ber conference and will become 
the basis for EC campaigning. 
Also at the conferenence, 
BDA patron Princess Diana 
presented a _ special human 
rights award to Robert Bailey, a 
deaf machine operator from 
Belfast, who gives voluntary 
support and counselling to deaf 
people in Northern Ireland who 


have AIDS or the HIV virus. 


Bernard Quinn is BDA’s director 
of information. 


Are deaf people disabled? 
Jane Campbell reports 
There has been much contro- 
versy recently between people 
in the disability movement and 
the deaf people’s movement on 
whether we should join forces 
more in our fight for recogni- 
tion and equality. 

Most deaf people who use 
sign language see themselves as 
a distinct linguistic community, 
like French speakers, and not as 
a group of disabled people. 

At the workshop entitled 
“Inside or out, deaf people and 
the disability movment”, I told 
an audience of around 50 deaf 
delegates that “The social and 
economic discrimination of peo- 
ple with physical, sensory, or 
learning impairments is_ the 
basis of the disability move- 
ment. This is as true for deaf 
people as for any other disabled 
people, so why so few in the 
disability movement?” 

For a hearing person, I was 
on tricky ground. Timidly, I 
accused deaf people of holding 
an out-dated, negative view that 
sees disability in terms of our 
individual medical conditions, 
instead of the physical and 


Meeting the information needs of disabled people in Europe 
YOUR INVITATION TO OUR FREE OPEN EVENT AND EXHIBITION 


Birmingham International Convention Centre, 13-14 November 1992 


¢ INFORM ’92 aims to bring together users and providers of 
information services from all over Europe and the UK to 
enable you to exchange views and ideas. 


¢ INFORM ’92 offers you two days of wide-ranging 
presentations on disability information topics, with time 
for questions to speakers after each session, open to all. 


¢ INFORM ’92 has around 80 exhibition stands, for you to 
meet information providers displaying innovative work 
and examples of good practice. 


¢ INFORM ’92 takes place in the new Birmingham 
International Convention Centre, with wheelchair access, 
BSL and French, German, Italian and Spanish 
interpretation, all day on Friday 13 and Saturday 14 


November. 


For more information (large print, tape and braille available) contact: 


ids rtment of Health, rm 334, Wellington House, Waterloo Road, London SEI 8UG (tel: 071-972 4140). 
fg Organised by the Department of Health as part of the government’s 1992 Presidency of the European Community. Je? 3 ,: 


social barriers that keep us out 
of society. In varying degrees 
we all face discrimination in 
employment. Steps, no inter- 
preters and inaccessible infor- 
mation stop our participation in 
public meetings. Organisations 
run for us instead of by us are 
still acting on our behalf and 
often in a way we do not want. 

I stressed the importance of | 
strength in unity and urged the 
deaf congress to join with the 
disability movement under the 
umbrella of civil rights. 

The = disability movement 
respects and understands that 
deaf people have their own cul- 
ture and will require separate © 
space and segregated provision _ 
at times. We have our own cul- | 
ture too. No one should be 
assimilated into any political 
movement and lose identity or 
choice. But we must show a 
united front where our common 
oppression is concerned. 

To my great delight, the 
debate that raged afterwards was 
not full of anger or dismissal. As 
for deaf people coming out as 
disabled people, there was some 
definite agreement. I came away 
feeling heartened. I believe it 
won’t be long before deaf people 
are swelling the ranks of the dis- 
ability movement in their thou- 
sands. With that support, anti- 
discrimination legislation will be 
on the statute books this decade. 


Jane Campbell is co-chair of the 
British Council of Organisations 
of Disabled People. 
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ALL YOU HAVE TO 
DO IS CHOOSE 


W HICH MODEL 


So you’ve decided on a Vauxhall. 
Perhaps it’s the Nova, or you need a little 
more room and Astra fits the bill. Maybe 
the stylish Cavalier or Carlton is the one 
you fancy. 

Whatever your choice you can be 
confident that our Vauxhall Motability 
dealers will guide you smoothly through 
the formalities and get you on the road 
as quickly as possible. The whole point 
of Motability is to make people with 
disabilities more mobile, so you don’t 
have to be a driver to benefit. It can be 
parents, husband or wife, relations or 
even friends behind the wheel. 

At Vauxhall our commitment to 
Motability has never been greater. It’s a 
commitment we actively support by 
sponsoring fund raising events, attending 
road shows and exhibitions and 
organising open days and seminars. We 
work closely with the major adaptation 
and conversion companies and provide 
long term demonstrator cars to aid 
assessment of people with disabilities. 

There are three different finance 
plans to suit your own particular 
preferences, the most popular of which is 
the Motability Contract Hire Plan. 


MOTABILITY CONTRACT 
HIRE PLAN 

You simply exchange three years’ 
Mobility Allowance or Supplement for 


‘the rest 


one of a selected number of new Vauxhall 
cars. Depending on the model there could 
be nothing more to pay. AA membership 
with Relay, Relay Plus and Home Start, 
together with all maintenance and service 
costs — and even insurance - are all 
included. The only bills you have to pay 
will be for fuel and oil. 


MOTABILITY HIRE 
PURCHASE PLANS 


If you prefer the idea of buying rather 
than leasing, we can also offer high 
preferential discounts on new cars under 
this scheme . 

And if one of our Network Q quality- 
checked used cars catches your eye the 
Motability Hire Purchase Plan for used 
cars could be the answer to your motor- 
ing needs. 

That’s great — but what if your 
Allowance or Supplement is being paid 


CALETS Wk 


for less than a three-year period or you 
don’t wish to use it to finance the other 
plans? Well, at Vauxhall we’ve thought 
of that too. 


VAUXHALL MOBILITY PLAN 

The Vauxhall Mobility Plan gives the 
same preferential discounts as those 
offered through Motability Hire 
Purchase for either outright purchase 
using your Own money or on terms 
arranged by Vauxhall Finance. 

When you talk to a Vauxhall 
Motability dealer you can be confident 
that you are in the hands of a specialist. 

Ring the Vauxhall Motability Hotline 
on 0582 861888 for any information 
you may need or for the name of your 
local Vauxhall Motability dealer. 
Alternatively, fill in the coupon below. If 
you wish, your local dealer will be happy 
to call you. 


ee ee en ae een eS Se eye Pe te 1 
| Please send me more information about Vauxhall Motability Schemes (Please tick box) 
i 
! Nova [_| ASTRA [_ | CAVALIER |_| CARLTON [_ | : 
1 
' I would like my nearest Vauxhall Motability dealer to contact me. [| BO. 
| Name : 
| Address 
! ! 
1 
! Postcode 
| VAUXHALL |! 
| Telephone Motability 
2... eee ee mt 


Please return the completed coupon to: Vauxhall Motability FREEPOST LOL 2149 Dunstable Beds LU6 3YY. 
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Psst... wanna buy another car? 


DN motoring correspondent David Griffiths is our man in the motor trade with some hints on what to look out for 


For the new buyer, the prob- 
lem is the ever-changing avail- 
ability of models and _ the 
continuing lack of two/three 
door variants. 

Automatic transmission is 
slowly becoming more accept- 
able to the motoring public and 
the garage trade alike, but you 
can still have problems when 
part-exchanging. 

Many popular vehicles only 
have automatic transmission in 
the top specification models, 
whilst others are not available 
with anything other than a 
manual gearshift. 

The upsurge in the use of 
continuously variable transmis- 
sion (CTX/CTV/Selecta, etc), 
has introduced some new possi- 
bilities, but the system seems to 
leave much to be desired. 

The Ford Escort that we use 
as an assessment car here at 
the National Mobility Centre 
achieved 40mpg when fitted 
with a conventional 3-speed 
automatic, yet failed to attain 
anything like this with a new 
system. And achieving smooth 
control of vehicles with this 
type of transmission appears 
extremely difficult. 

Also, no cheap alternative to 
an original specification 
replacement is available. This 
can mean a difference of per- 
haps £800 in replacing a trans- 
mission out of warranty - an 
off-the-shelf exchange unit for 
a Rover 216 or Ford Sierra can 
be had for as little as £265 and 
£126 respectively. 


Discounts abound 

Buying new is often made diffi- 
cult by the fact that vehicles 
with automatic transmission are 
only made to order by many 
companies. 

But discounts abound, even 
on vehicles which officially 
offer none, so it pays to haggle. 

Seek advice either from a 
good motoring organisation for 
disabled people or from the 
Mobility Information Service. 


If you find yourself defeated 
in your search for a suitable 
automatic, you could consider 
one of the clutch systems now 


freedom: a Mobility Allowance 
will get you a base Metro for 
three years on Contract Hire 
but spent wisely it could also 


of Parkers Car Guide (from 
newsagents) so you'll have a 
good idea what the fair price is, 
and never be afraid to make an 


Check the size of the boot to see if it will take your wheelchair, walking frame or sticks. 


available. Bear in mind _ that 
you need good dexterity and 
co-ordination in both hands to 
cope with these systems. The 
Clutch by Brian Page (average 
£960 inc fitting) and Gui- 
dosimplex Clutch from Sim- 
plex Ltd (average £750 inc 
fitting) provide simpler “auto- 
matic” declutching of a con- 
ventional manual — gearshift 
vehicle at the touch of a gear 
selector or the brakes. By 
removing the clutch pedal such 
cars may be driven legally on a 
licence for an automatic, and of 
course your choice of vehicles 
becomes far greater. 

Not everyone needs or can 
afford a new vehicle. Leasing 
(Motability Contract Hire) is 
another option, but for some 
people it is impractical, partic- 
ularly for high mileage users. 

Opting for secondhand can 
mean more independence and 


buy a comfortable automatic 
transmission family car and 
even a caravan to boot. 

But finding your way 
through the motor dealer net- 
work in search of a good sec- 
ondhand (ycarl acantebemra 
nightmare. 


Be careful 

It pays to buy from a reputable 
dealer. Make sure the car you 
are buying has a warranty and 
that this isn’t full of doubtful 
disclaimers. Always suggest 
that you will have the vehicle 
AA inspected before you make 
a decision. If the salesman 
wavers, go elsewhere. 

If you must buy privately, 
invest in a_ proper vehicle 
inspection by a competent 
motoring organisation or engi- 
neer. Avoid old bangers and go 
for vehicles two to five years 
old. Arm yourself with a copy 


1 
ADDRESS 


Walkabouts 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POS! OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


by Vietco 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON 
: NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 
i Tel: (0602) 255488. 


= Bian. 


(e a Vee 


| Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


offer below the price quoted. 

Car auctions are wonderful 
places to get a bargain, particu- 
larly in automatic cars. Try to 
go with someone who has been 
before and who has a good 
mechanical knowledge 

In general, second hand 
automatics are less prone to 
failure since it is virtually 
impossible to thrash a vehicle 


with an automatic gear box, so 
engines are likely to be in rea- 
sonable condition. Wear on the 
final drive, bearings and shafts 
is generally less than with a 
manual vehicle too. 


Finance 
Bank loans are an excellent way 
of becoming a “cash” buyer. 

Motability Finance Ltd can 
offer good terms on new and 
second-hand vehicles (the sec- 
ondhand scheme is a bit long- 
winded though, and you can 
lose your dream car unless the 
dealer is patient). 

Not only have you a right to 
use whatever deals are on gen- 
eral offer, but the manufacturer 
or importer may have a special 
agreement for its disabled cus- 
tomers too. A package includ- 
ing free servicing, extended 
warranty and insurance could 
well be worth more than an 
extra £50 off the price. Proton 
cars, for example, have had one 
of the best package deals avail- 
able for some time now which 
makes a mockery of the Con- 
tract Hire agreement. 


Mobility Information Service, 
tel: (0743) 761889. A useful 
leaflet, Discounts and 
Concessions, is available. Send an 
SAE to the National Mobility 
Centre, Unit 2a Atcham Estate, 
Shrewsbury SY4 4UG. 

Brian Page, tel: (0784) 435850 
Simplex Ltd, tel: 051-707 1146 
Proton, tel: 081-812 0900. 


WHAT SHOULD YOU LOOK OUT FOR? 


Saloons: Check the size of the boot. Will it take your 
wheelchair, walking frame or sticks? Are the doors wide 
enough? Is there room behind the front seats for the 
wheelchair if you go out alone? Are the controls in the right 
place? Can you steer the vehicle, and if you need special 
power steering, is a conversion available? 


Hatchbacks: Check the space available in the hatch with the 
rear seats up. Do the seats split-fold and if so, how versatile 
is this arrangement? Check the height of the rear sill, depth 
of well in the hatch, and how much your wheelchair, etc., 
intrudes on the rear passengers. 


Estates: If you want to carry a power chair, check the roof 
clearance and the depth of loading space available without 


folding the rear seats down. 


There are some vehicles with special transmissions which — 
may be unsuitable for some disabled drivers: 


Hondas _ with 
requires the driver to 


“Hondamatic” 


transmission: This system 


hemiplegia. Newer H md are fully automatic, . 


Nissan (Datsun) Cheay 120A Fil: Similar to Hondamatic. 
All newer Cherry are euly automatic. 


Citroens with “C-Matic” transmission: These also. require 
the use of the left arm for gear eee on the move. 


Ford Fiesta/Escort/Orion with CTX transmission: Altheack 
fully automatic, there is no “creep”. For some people, this 
could mean difficulties manoeuvring and the danger of 
rolling back on hill starts. They can be jerky and difficult in 
town traffic, especially on hand controls. Other vehicles to 
use this system include the Volvo 340 series, the Fiat Uno 
and Panda, the Subaru Justy and the new Rover Metro. 
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Martin Bax has 
seen many 
treatments for 
motor disorders. 


Here he explains 
what is special 
about the work of 
Hungarian professor 
Ferenc Katona 


At the Department of Develop- 
mental Neurology in Budapest, 
Professor Ferenc Katona is 
treating new-born babies for 
motor disorders. 

He claims that by giving very 
early treatment, he can prevent 
the development of abnormal 
motor patterns so that many of 
the babies who would have 
developed full signs of spastic 
diplegia do not do so. 

As editor of the Journal of 
Developmental Medicine and 
Child Neurology, which tries to 
keep abreast of different treat- 
ments all over the world, I was 
very interested to meet Profes- 
sor Katona in London last 
month. Two weeks earlier I had 
visited his clinic in Budapest. 

Unlike the more internation- 
ally known Peto Institute in 
Budapest, which concentrates 
on education, Dr Katona’s 
clinic is an integral part of the 
Hungarian health _ services. 
Indeed many neonatologists 
have received training there, 
which may account for the high 
rate of referrals to him, over 
1,000 babies a year. 

I spent a fascinating day at 
the clinic seeing outpatient 
work and discussing the ideas 
about early diagnosis and treat- 
ment of cerebral palsy. 

I was struck by the number 
of babies referred at around 
three months from local doc- 
tors in child health clinics, who 
are anxious about some aspect 
of the baby's development. 

The babies are not only 
physically examined, but have 
an ultrasound too, which is still 
possible because the fontanel 
on the top of the head has not 
yet closed. 

Many of those we saw were 
actually normal, but had some 
slightly odd feature which had 
worried the doctor. Their par- 


ents receive a reassuring letter 
via the family doctor. 

If the baby appears to have 
something wrong,  arrange- 
ments are made to admit the 
baby to the unit for a week for 
a fuller diagnostic assessment. 

If it was decided that the 
baby had cerebral palsy, the 
mother would be shown vari- 
ous ways of handling the child 
which she would do at home. 

The unit would like to send 
physiotherapists into homes, 
but there are too few staff. 
However, the family comes 
back a month after the treat- 
ment has been started so that 
staff can monitor the way the 
child is handled and whether 
that is appropriate. 

Other investigations which 
might be used are CT scans, 
EEGs, evoked responses to 
sound and light and a rather 
special physical examination 
which includes much of what a 
paediatrician or child neurolo- 
gist would do here, plus tech- 
niques Professor Katona has 
developed himself. 

These include getting the 
baby to crawl down an inclined 
ramp. What is interesting is 
that, if a baby is placed on this 
surface, it will make move- 
ments of the hands and arms 
rather like swimming, which 
will propel it down the ramp. 

I saw this being done with a 
very premature baby, who had 
been referred directly from the 
Neonatal Special Care Baby 
Unit for assessment. Despite 
the fact that he did indeed have 
some brain damage, this tiny 
baby was a redoubtable crawler. 

Another test is the Sitting on 
Air Posture, where the exam- 
iner grips the child at mid- 
thigh and holds him up so that 
he is sitting “in the air”, but 
supported by the examiner’s 
hands. The babies seem to 
enjoy this and like looking at 
themselves in a mirror. 

These techniques, and oth- 
ers, are then used as exercises 
for the children to practice. 

In many ways Professor 
Katona’s clinic is not very dif- 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 
Costa Blanca, Tenerife, Algarve & Majorca 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 


Please Send Brochure: to Seceeeeecceetee can csieee sentence crantrsseerercdenenp 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, /ai\ 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 N97) , 


Professor Katona demonstrates the Sitting on Air Posture. 


ferent from the child develop- 
ment centre where I work. We 
also arrange a programme for 
babies with cerebral palsy and a 
physiotherapist visits the family 
and suggests ways of managing 
the child which can be inte- 


grated into the daily routine. 


It is the claim made by Pro- 
fessor Katona that his tech- 
niques (known as_ Neuro- 


PENNY TWEEDIE/COLORIFIC! 


habilitation) can _ successfully 
treat babies that is different. It 
is hard to substantiate because 
a definite dignosis is difficult to 
make at a very early age. All of 
us who have been in practice 
have seen babies who seem to 
have signs of cerebral palsy in 
association with some brain 
damage who do improve spon- 
taneously. 


The doctor who treats brain-damaged babies 


However, Professor Katona 
is keen to set up a study with 
another unit, perhaps in this 
country, to see if babies who 
have his particular treatment of 
motor activity do in fact do 
better than those who have 
more traditional physiotherapy. 

When the babies have been 
treated at his clinic, and this 
might go on up to the age of 
two, they go to units for dis- 
abled children within the Hun- 
garian health service, staffed by 
doctors, nurses, therapists, psy- 
chologists and so on. 

Again, they mimic services 
which ought to - but all too 
often don’t - exist here. 

Professor Katona would like 
doctors to go and see his work, 
but would not encourage par- 
ents to bring their children 
because he has so many already, 
though he is always pleased to 
give a second opinion. He feels, 
as I do, that cerebral palsy has 
to be managed in the context of 
existing local services, though 
that should not stop parents 
fighting for better ones. 

Neurohabilitation is not a 
magic cure, and Professor 
Katona is certainly not claiming 
that he has one. 


Professor Ferenc _—‘ Katona, 
Department of Developmental 
Neurology and Neurohabilita- 
tion, Paediatric Institute, 112] 
Martonhegyi et 6, Szabad- 
saghezy, Budapest Hungary. 

Dr Martin Bax is in the Depart- 
ment of Child Health, Charing 
Cross and Westminister Medical 
School. 


Today's "biggest" and" best" small car offers you an extra feature ... 


... it gives you your independence. 


Now you can really enjoy independence in the most 
impressive "small" car of the 90's. 


The stylish Clio has rapidly become a favourite for 
disabled people because if gives you big car comfort. In 
fact, its well appointed interior space is "biggest in its 
class" and it combines this with exhilarating perform- 


ance. 


The award winning Clio is big on choice too. 


For example, power steering is an option on the RL 1.9 
litre diesel and both the RT 1.4 and 1.8 litre petrol 


versions. 


A four speed, twin range, automatic gearbox is also 
available on 1.4 litre RN and RT models. Power steering 
is standard on all Clio automatics. 


The five door Clio can also be fitted with a Kempf rear 
sliding door conversion and electric hoist to make stowing 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled a 
Motorists Programme and special financial terms [@) 


a wheelchair behind your seat a simple, push button 


operation. Coupled with its handling, spaciousness and 


freedom. 


quietness the Clio gives the motorist a real sense of 


In fact, most models in the Renault range can be 
adapted to make the disabled motorist's life easier and 


more enjoyable with modifications by specialists includ- 


ing hand controls, swivel seats and flip-over accelerator. 


Renault is an approved manufacturer on the Motability 
Car Purchase Scheme so if you receive a mobility allow- 
ance you're eligible to choose from most of the Renault 


range and purchase at the special Motability rate. 


coupon below. 


HOME TEL: 


POSTCODE: 


Ask your local Renault Dealer for 
details of the Renault Disabled Motorists 
Programme, special finance terms and any 
required modifications, or return the 


Send to: Renault UK Ltd., Motability Department, 
Western Avenue, London.W3 ORZ. Tel: 081-992 3481 
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The problem 


An article on the front page of 
the September ’91 issue of 
Disability Now claims that 
thousands of married disabled 
women pensioners are losing 
an increase in severe 
disablement allowance (SDA) 
because the DSS cannot trace 
them. 

Could you please give me 
more information with regard 
to the additional amounts and 
the dates they were awarded. I 
was diagnosed as having MS 
in 1972 and awarded SDA in 
1980. I am now 71 and still 
receive £31.25 SDA. 

Mrs Pritchard 
Harpenden, Herts 


Margaret's answer 


You are quite right to ask for 
more information. Your pen- 
sion should have increased 
from 3 December 1990. 

You must first write to the 
manager of your DSS or 
benefits agency and ask him or 
her to review your entitlement 
to SDA and age related 
addition. You will have to 
provide evidence of your age 


when you first became 
incapable of work. Ask for this 
addition to be backdated to 
December 1990. 

For women between the 
ages of 55-60 this amount was 
£3.10 until April 1991. From 
April 1991-92 it was £3.45 and 
from April 1992-93 it is £3.60. 

You have obviously chosen 
to continue to receive SDA 
instead of retirement pension 
as SDA is not taxable. Do 
check, however, with the 
manager of the DSS that this 
is most beneficial to you, 
taking account of your 
circumstances. 


Extra benefits 


Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA), which combines the 
old Attendance Allowance 
(AA) and Mobility Allowance 
(MA), is not means tested. It 
can be received along with any 
other benefit and is tax free. 
Receipt of DLA can qualify 
you for extra benefits and is 
usually ignored in calculations 
for means tested benefits. If 
you, or a child you care for, 
are in receipt of Income 
Support, Housing Benefit or 
Community Charge Benefit, 


FURTHER INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE FROM 
NAIDEX CONVENTIONS 
90 CALVERLEY ROAD 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


KENT TN1 2UN 


TELEPHONE: 0892 544027 
TELEX: 95604 MEPNCL G 
FAX: 0892 541023 


you should notify the office 
dealing with your claim - you 
may be entitled to some extra 
money. If you have been 
awarded DLA and are on a 
low income it is worth 
checking your qualifications for 
one of the above benefits. 

If you care for someone in 
receipt of the middle or higher 
rate care component of DLA, 
you can claim Invalid Care 
Allowance provided that you 
* care for someone for at least 
35 hours a week and 
* do not earn more than £40 a 
week after certain deductions 
(which include reasonable child 
care costs) and 
* are not in full-time education 
and 
* are under 60 (women) or 65 
(men). 


Top-up claims 


Arrangements exist for people 
who used to claim the old AA 
or MA and now receive esther 
the care or mobility component 
of DLA to “top up” with the 
other component. 

If made before April 1993 
the original award will not be 
reviewed and the top-up can 
be backdated to 6 April 1992. 


All claimants of the care 
component of DLA aged over 
5 and under 65, who can walk 
but need someone to provide 
guidance or supervision for 
most of the time out-of-doors, 
should apply for the mobility 
component. This will bring 
entitlement to the new lower 
rate of £11.55. 

It will not qualify you for 
exemption from road tax or for 
Motability, nor is it an 
automatic qualification for the 
orange badge. 

It will entitle you to the 
Christmas bonus of £10 and 
VAT zero rating on purchase 
of equipment specially 
designed for disabled people. 

The rules for the higher rate 
of mobility component have 
not changed since the 
introduction of DLA. 

All claimants of the mobility 
component of DLA aged 
under 65 who need attention 
for about one hour a day to 
get in and out of bed, help 
with dressing, help with drugs 
or therapy, help with 
washing/bathing and, if over 
16, help to prepare and cook a 
main meal, should apply for 
the care component. This will 
bring entitlement to the new 


Are you getting what you should? 


It pays to keep informed. Margaret Weeks, DNs benefits expert, urges you to check what you are 
getting and ask if you are entitled to anything else 


lower rate of £11.55 but does 
not qualify you for Severe 
Disability Premium on means 
tested benefits or your carer 
for Invalid Care Allowance. It 
will entitle you to the 
Christmas bonus. 

Again, the rules for the 
middle and higher rate care 
component have not changed. 

There are numerous other 
advantages for all rates. Please 
check with your Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau. 

I strongly advise anyone 
who feels they meet the above 
criteria to claim before April 
1993 to make sure that their 
original award is not affected. 
Remember you only need to 
complete the part of the form 
relating to your new claim. 

Terminally ill patients 
qualify under “special rules”. 
A doctor’s report on form 
DS1500 confirming their 
condition must be enclosed 
with the application. They will 
qualify immediately. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
OF EQUIPMENT & SERVICES FOR 


Sp mE Dea OE RLY: PEOPLE 
INSOLRS SEN Ge QS RES. F-HOMES 
WEMBLEY CONFERENCE AND 
EXHIBITION CENTRE - LONDON - UK 
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That’s what Car Magazine said about the Rover 
Metro after a “gruelling 50,000 miles in 14 months” 

And it’s not only Car Magazine that’s been 
praising the Metro. Auto Express described the 
new Metro 1.4 automatic as “A livelier car all round 
with good ride comfort and excellent handling” 

Of course, the best test is the one you take 
yourself. 

We’ve a wide range of models which can be 
specially equipped for the disabled motorist, and 
various Motability and Mobility schemes to offer. 

To find out if you are eligible, call the Rover 
Motability helpline on O345 045310. Or complete 
the Coupon opposite. 


Post to: Rover Motability, FREEPOST, LOL 2105, 
Dunstable, Beds. LU5 4BR. 
Please send me details of the Rover Motability Scheme. 


BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


Title: MrMrs Miss ttt. Initials Lt 14 


Sriaeiine) aa eo ee ee ee ee ee ee ae ee a 
Pane fe (gy [fee a De eS a DV Ne es ee ee ee 
(See eee tee | ti te {1 |, ae. _ ey 


Postcode 21 (eee 


Home telnNo,. (inc. SiD:code) (a4 2 1 ey yee ee 


Current Car (Make/Model) Oe ie) eee 


Likely to Change (Mth/Yr) Lt1-1 1-5 


Reg. No. 


__ ROVER METRO _ : 


redesigned, re-engineered 
rediscover it 


ROV ER CAR SHOWN: METRO 1.1S, PRICE £8,557.70. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. PRICE EXCLUDES £490 COST OF ROAD TAX, NUMBER PLATES AND DELIVERY TO THE DEALER. FREE OFFICIAL SERVICING (UP TO BUT NOT INCLUDING 
12,000 MILES /12 MONTHS SERVICE). QUOTES FROM CAR MAGAZINE JUNE 1990, MODEL TESTED METRO 1.4SL. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


High marks to Stansted, 
and Air UK ... 

When we checked out facilities 
for disabled travellers at 
Stansted airport (DN, April 
1991), we found a most 
impressive building, but there 
were some problems. 

Recently I went to Stansted 
again, en route for Amsterdam, 
and found there were quite a 
few improvements. 

The signing was better - 
shades had been fitted over the 
electronic notice boards - and 
some rails had been fitted to 
the unisex wc doors. 

I was travelling alone and 
flying with Air UK. 

On arrival, I was 
immediately directed to their 
desk for check-in. They had all 
the instructions about me and 
my wheelchair on computer, 
and as my bag was checked in, 
two people introduced 
themselves. They were from 
Careflight and their task is to 
look after disabled passengers 
when needed. They looked 
after me until I was on board. 

The crew sent instructions 
ahead to Amsterdam and my 
own chair was waiting outside 
the plane. Not a hitch going or 
on the return. I was impressed. 

Air UK says they “set out 
to provide an individual 
service” and they certainly did. 
I would definitely fly with 
them again. 

Anne Davies OBE 
New Barnet, Herts 


HELPINGE 
CHILDREN Wi 


Powered mobility allows disabled children 

to live a more active independent life — 
The “Pony” a battery operated 
three wheel vehicle is 
designed especially 
for children to cope 
with their special 


We care more 
ee ee ee Oe UO 


... but not in Paris 

Having just had my first 
experience of travelling to a 
foreign country, I would like 
to express my gratitude for the 
services at Stansted airport and 
the co-operation I had from 
Air UK at Stansted. 

However, I have to say this 
does not apply to Air UK at 
Charles de Gaulle Airport. 

When I booked my flight 
through a travel agent in 
Essex, we went on a scheduled 
airline so that I could have a 
seat on the aircraft that offered 
me plenty of leg room due to 
problems of spasm from cp. 

But at Charles de Gaulle 
there was no such co-operation 
and I was forced into a seat 
where my feet were pressed 
against the wall of the plane. I 
knew it would be impossible to 
get up after an hour. On 
arrival at Stansted, it took 
medical staff and flight crew to 
lift me out of the plane. 

Being pushed and shoved 
out of tight corners and ending 
up in the doorway of the 
cockpit to enable me to turn 
the chair round was not a 
happy experience and caused 
pain and discomfort to my ribs 
and lower back. 

Air UK Charles de Gaulle 
definitely need to get their act 
together and offer the same 
courtesy and kindness as we 
had at Stansted. 

Lin Berwick 
Hornchurch, Essex 


be 


needs. 


ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE: 


Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd., Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV13 3 
Telephone: 0902 866166 Bes ae 


Poverty and poor services 
You asked in your May issue 
if readers thought a “two-tier” 
health system exists. 

Yes, it certainly does and it 
is quite a hellish life to be 
poor when both husband and 
wife are disabled. 

My husband is confined 
upstairs with a crumbling 
spine (osteoporosis), very frail, 
also confused. He is nearly 80. 

I am installed downstairs, 
wheelchair-bound. My spine 
fractured in 1981 
(osteoporosis). Two years later 
my hip gave way: three 
fractures (multiple myeloma). 


.The operation, plate hip and 


pin left a locked knee and 
useless leg. 

Circulatory problems 
followed, horrendous ulcers, 
and ultimately amputation of 
my left leg in 1990. 

Since returning from 
hospital, I am full-time carer 
to my husband. I have to cope 
and manage all affairs. My old 
friend, will-power, does not 
desert me! 

Why is it that local councils 
cannot offer better social 
services? I have been 
compelled to ask help from 
them (usual lengthy wait). I 
just need practical help. 

I cannot mount the stairs, 
not even on my “rear”. I have 
tied a string to a bag to send 
supplies of food and drink to 
the landing from the kitchen 
to my husband. Simple, but it 
works. 

As for nursing care, I am 
forced to pay privately for a 
few one-hourly sessions. 

Never have my husband and 
I enjoyed holidays, apart from 
the odd week decades ago. No 
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cars or pleasures. 

We pay now the penalty for 
being thrifty in earlier years. 
We are just over the limit for 
Income Support. Spending has 
been on items which will aid 
management and existence, 
never for a more comfortable 
home lifestyle. 

I am fortunate that my 
brother came to my aid to 
build me a ramp. I was 
completely housebound for 
four years. He also widened a 
doorway. 

Yes, to be one of the 
wealthy would certainly add to 
our quality of life. Meanwhile, 
it is a challenge to manage and 
find ways and means of 
coping. I am 71. Who knows, 
life may begin yet! 

Ivy Neville 
Broxbourne, Herts 


Women, where are you? 
Nominations are now open for 
The Spastics Society’s 
executive council. The election 
is in November. 

I want to urge women to 
come forward for election, in 
your own right as women and 
in particular if you are or have 
been a carer. 

Think about it - who is it in 
the majority of cases who stays 
at home to do the caring? Who 
has the daily contact with the 
professionals? Who has to cope 
on a daily basis with the 
anxieties, anguish and sheer 
physical hard work of caring? 


ioe ee esa, Sea 
SIC 
CS ee eee ee eed 
Northern chivalry? 
One day in June, the RAC 
sent its sleuths to 300 
supermarket carparks around 
the UK. Their mission? To 
run a spot check of how many 
parking bays reserved for 
orange-badge holders were 
being used by able-bodied 
motorists. 

DN can now reveal ... The 
worst area for misuse was the 
Midlands with 30 per cent. 
Then Wales 23 per cent, 
London and South East 22 per 
cent, Scotland and the South 
West both 19 per cent, and the 
North a stunning 0 per cent. 

Are people really more 
considerate in the North, or 
are the supermarket managers 


Make no mistake, your skills 
- business and practical - are 
tremendous. Don’t _. 
underestimate your own value. 
Of course, there may be 
practical difficulties in taking 
on such a role, but then are we 
not masters at solving such 
problems? 
Betty Fisher 
Spastics Society Executive 
Council member 


War of words 
The issue of disability 
terminology (DN June and 
July) is not merely a question 
of certain terms or definitions 
being insulting or misleading, 
but the right of people who are 
subject to these terms and 
definitions to throw them off 
and take control of how they 
are seen as a collective group. 
People First, by challenging 
the term “mental handicap”, 
have done more than enter 
into a debate over language 
with MENCAP; they have laid 
bare the inherent disablist 
attitudes within this charity. 
MENCAP’s patronising and 
paternalistic approach toward 
issues around learning 
disability maintains the status 
quo: the inequality of power 
that separates those with direct 
experience of learning 
disability from those who do 
not. 
Bob Findlay 
Birmingham Disability Rights 
Group 


nastier to offenders? Your 
views please. (By the way, the 
RAC wants supermarkets to 
tighten up their monitoring 
and explain the situation fully 
to customers. Then, it 
believes, reason will prevail.) 


What next? 

We know electric wheelchairs 
can have some snappy features 
these days, but the one 
advertised in the Derby 
Evening Telegraph will take 
some beating. 

This one has “curb 
crawlers” among its selling 
points. Is this an anti-insect 
device, another form of 
contraception, or a zap gun to 
fend off unwanted flatterers? 

Thanks to DN readers Mr 
and Mrs Archer of Littleover, 
Derby, who managed to stop 
chuckling long enough to send 
the cutting in. 


LORD MAYOR TRELOAR COLLEGE 


Or 


ALTON, HAMPSHIRE 


EDUCATION, INDEPENDENCE and CARE for Young People 
aged 8 - 19 with Physical Disabilities. 


‘A’ levels, GCSE, Diploma of Vocational Education, 
RSA, AEB, Pitmans etc. 


A large LEARNING DIFFICULTIES DEPARTMENT caters 
for those who cannot follow examination courses. 


NATIONAL CURRICULUM followed by all up to 16. 


A unique multidisciplinary programme is run by 
conductors for younger pupils with motor disorders. 


For further details please telephone the Headmaster’s 
Secretary - 0420 83508, or send SAE to Lord Mayor Treloar 
College, Upper School, Holybourne, Alton, Hants GU34 4EN. 
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Number one stays 
table tennis tops 


More than 100 players took 
part in the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled 
(BSAD) Table Tennis 
Championships at the 
Rivermead Leisure Centre in 
Reading last month. 

The championships were 
dominated by players who will 
be representing Britain in the 
Barcelona Paralympics. 

British number one David 
Russell, from Maidenhead, 
beat Jimmy Richardson 21-12, 


Nicholas takes third 


21-9, in a one-sided final of 
the class two event, while 
Bradford’s David Hope 
became the class six champion. 
He beat Allan Barrett of Hull 
in a thrilling final, 21-7, 18-21, 
21-13. Melanie Davis, from 
Bromley, won the women’s 
class three event and East 
Midlands were presented with 
the team trophy. 

Yorkshire and Humberside 
were second, and the Southern 
team was third. 


Zdenka Kitagawa, winner of the women’s championship. 


Be Free 


ae 


THE MANGAR BOOSTER 


(the only PORTABLE COMPACT multi-purpose lifter) 


as Air 


Hall takes two medals 


London sprinter Tony 
Thomas-Hall has brought 
home two medals from the 
American National Amputee 
Summer Games in Atlanta. 

Tony, from New Cross, won 
a silver in the 200m, which he 
ran in a personal best time of 
38.08 secs. He was also 
presented with a bronze for 
jumping 3.60m in the long 
jump competition. 

The 28-year-old athlete had 
hoped to be equally successful 
in the 100m but he fell at the 
start and finished fourth. “The 
runner next to me clipped my 


golf title 


Geoff Nicholas won his third 
consecutive British Open 
Amputee Golf title last month. 

The Australian shot a 
stunning second round score 
of 68 at Bryn Meadows in 
Blackwood, South Wales, 
beating the record by four 
shots. Nicholas, the only 
amputee golfer to turn 
professional, beat a strong 
challenge by Duncan 
Hamilton=Martin from 
Weybridge to win by three 
strokes. 

Other outstanding rounds 
were played by Brian Mayo of 
Wales, Richard Coates of 
England and Ireland’s Dave 
Mooney. 

Canadian Zdenka Kitagawa 
took the women’s 
championship from Judi 
Shorter of the United States. 


heel and I could not stop 
myself from stumbling.” 

“Tt would have been nice to 
get a third medal, but ’m 
delighted with the two I’ve 
already got,” said Tony, whose 
recent fitness problems denied 
him a place in the British 
Paralympics team. 

“The level of competition in 
the States was very high, 
which is good for me, and I’m 
hoping to return there next 
year. It’s important I get as 
much international experience 
as possible to break into the 
British team.” 


Dressage 
champions 


A record number of 112 riders 
entered the Lloyds Bank 
Riding for the Disabled 
Dressage Championships at the 
Warwickshire College of 
Agriculture, Moreton Morrell, 
in July. 

There were outstanding 
performances by Kent rider 
Chris Cook, Henley’s Kate 
McGregor and Marcel Hagger, 
from Lincolnshire. 

The three talented 
newcomers all won events on 
their championship debuts, 
beating international riders 
such as Liz Stone and Alison 
Cork. 

The riders qualified for the 
championships by competing 
in 18 regional competitions 
held throughout the country. 


3.5 billion people saw dis- 
abled archer Antonio 
Rebollo, 36, light the flame 
at the start of the Olympic 
Games in Barcelona in July. 
Snr Rebollo said it was 
“the proudest moment of 
my life, and also the most 
nervous.” AGENCIA EFE 


Sport is written by 
Tim Russell, 


telx071 6365020 


“INCLUSIVE LIVING- 
THE WAY FORWARD” 


A SEMINAR AT THE 
MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM 


WEDNESDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 1992 


e BE INDEPENDENT 


CCW, 
QF ‘ \ 
< 


For further details CONTACT: “ 
Latkangar aids Itd. 


Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: No. 0544 267674 Fax: 0544 260287 Sales Dept. 


Litkangar : Designs for maximum personal independence! 


& & Like everyone else, people with disabilities depend on a 
network of interactive and independent services, but they are more 
sensitive to service quality. Rather than improve the mainstream 
services, people with disabilities have often been offered segregated 
and inadequate alternatives. It is time to think of “Inclusive Living’. 
The Seminar will seek to identify how the everyday barriers 
encountered by disabled people can be removed or reduced. is yy 


For further information or a booking form 
please write or telephone JOHN BIRCHALL at the address below. 


(.\_Merseytravel_— 


24 HATTON GARDEN, LIVERPOOL L3 2AN TEL: 051-227 5181 
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The 1992 Paralympic Games 
take place in the Spanish city 
of Barcelona from September 
3-14. 

Great Britain’s 207-strong 
team will compete in 15 
different sports including 
archery, fencing, basketball, 
weightlifting, volleyball, judo 
and table tennis. 

Games for sportsmen and 
women with learning 


Javelin champ Hayden 


difficulties follow a week later 
in Madrid. 

Four years ago in Seoul, the 
British Paralympic team broke 
19 world records and brought 
home 182 medals. This year 
they hope to do even better. 

Many of the squad 
competed in the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled’s 
(BSAD) National Senior 
Athletics Championships, held 
at Hull’s Costello Stadium last 
month, and proved they are in 
medal-winning form. 

Fifty-one national BSAD 
records were broken during 
the championships, which 
attracted more than 170 
athletes. 

Ian Hayden, from Abingdon, 
broke two world records with 
throws of 29.70m in the javelin 
and 30.96m in the discus in 
the group four competition. 

Dave Plowright, from 
Barnsley, threw a world best 
10.87m in the group five shot. 
“T feel in fine form but ?m 
refusing to be over confident - 
there will be a lot of good 
athletes in Barcelona.” 

Terry Hopkins, from 
Farnborough, also set a new 
world best in the group five 


discus with a throw of 35.24m. 

Two of Britain’s top visually 
impaired runners, Simon 
Butler and Noel Thatcher, 
were also in medal-winning 
form. 

Butler, who is back to his 
best after rupturing a 
hamstring in April, won the B2 
100m, 200m and 400m races. 

Thatcher won the B2 1500 
race in a time of 3:54:5 and is 
now on target for gold in the 
800m and 1500m and 5000m 
races in Barcelona. 

He said: “I’m pleased with 
the win but disappointed I did 
not go faster. I aim to break 
the world record in Barcelona.” 

Tanni Grey, from Cardiff, 
will enter the 100m, 200m, 
400m and 800m. She won two 
gold medals at the 1991 World 
Wheelchair Games and expects 
to bring back at least three 
golds from Barcelona. 

Britain’s best hope for gold 
medal success in the pool is 
Coventry’s David Moreton. He 
won seven medals in the Seoul 
Paralympics, including two 
golds, and broke seven world 
records in the 1990 World 
Championships. 


“My aim is to be first,” said 


New enclosure at Tranmere 


First Division Tranmere 
Rovers opened a new 
enclosure for disabled fans at 
their Prenton Park football 
ground on 15 August. 

It provides wheelchair bays 
for 25 fans with disabilites, 


T 


GO UPSTAIRS, DOWNSTAIRS 
eanerse YOu WANT TO GO! 


POWER WHEELCHAIR 
DOES THIS - AND MORE 


To gain your greater freedom and independence 
contact us now for more information 


who will be able to watch all 
games at the ground free of 
charge: 

Helpers will be charged a 
reduced fee of £6. 

The enclosure is ramped to 
provide easy wheelchair access 


HE MOBILITY 2000 


YES our wheelchair goes up 
and down steps and stairs 
HIGHLY manoeuvrable at 
home and at work or at 
school 

SMOOTHLY and safely up 
and down kerbs to 8 and 
a half inches high 

COPES easily with hills and 
cambers, fast on the flat 
ADJUSTABLE HEIGHT 
reach up or reach down 
to the ground 


and has disabled toilets. It was 
built with money provided by 
sponsors Medicash, a charity 
which provides grants to 
people in need of medical care. 


Tel: 051-608 4194. 


Brits get set to bring hon 


Dave Plowright won the javelin in the group five B category with | 


David. “The training’s gone 
well and if I get silver I'll be 
very disappointed.” 

David trains with the 


Newcomer dazzles at CP. 


Around 100 competitors took 
part in the 1992 Cerebral Palsy 
Sport National Athletics 
Championships at the Harvey 
Hadden Stadium, Nottingham, 
in July. Twelve of the athletes 
are now off to the Paralympics. 


CALL FOR THE CAR CHAIR 


- to compete nationally with them before 


Coventry able-bodied squad and was c é 


getting glandular fever. He has fought § 
way back to full fitness and is now on : 


Lorraine Duckering, from Worksop, j 
the surprise of the games on her 
championship debut, winning the 100m 
200m wheelchair races. Gateshead’s Shi 
Grenfell won the class five shot, javelin 
discus and club competitions. Carl You) 
from Nottingham won the class eight 1) 


Of cial Magazine of The j awn Tenn Asx * 


ul 4 
URNER * FOULKS 
O som | 


Jome 4 


The Ford Courier |g. 
conversion from Car Chair |f 
seats 3 other passengers |) 
and a simple power belt | 
makes wheelchair access | 
extremely easy. 


Texan Chip Turner retained his B 
last month. The world number fou 
California, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 in an exciti 
Centre, Sheffield. Foulkes had his ¢ 
looked on the cards when the Cali 
opened up a 4-1 lead in the final sé 
hand over his title and took the ne 
match. It was Turner’s second cons 
was presented with a trophy and £ 
commentator Dan Maskell.The wo; 
Monique Van Den Bosch beat the 
Vandierendonck, 6-4, 6-3. | 


FOR A FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 
CONTACT 


0323 440606 
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THE MOBILITY SPECIALISTS 


Mobility 2000 (Telford) Ltd, Telford Industrial Centre, Stafford 
Park 4, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 3BA. Tel: 0952 290180 


Car Chair Limited, Dept. DN, Freepost BR1032, Hailsham, East Sussex BN21 1BR 
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to be caused by the heat. 

“We will be swimming in 
an outdoor pool and the sun’s 
glare will be tremendous. But 
I’m well prepared and feel I 
have a great chance of gold in 
the breaststroke.” 

Simon Jackson is World and 
Paralympic judo champion. 
He is unbeaten in five years 


and is currently ranked fourth 
in Britain alongside able- 
bodied sportsmen. “I feel in 
great shape but it’s never easy 
to beat the Japanese and 
Korean fighters,” he said. 
Britain’s cerebral palsy 
football team were silver 
medalists in last year’s 
European Championships and 


the Spanish gold 


are on form to beat main rivals 
Holland, while our boccia team 


will be looking to silver 
medalists Peter Pearse and 
Anne Woffinden to win 
medals. 

Jayant Mistry will be 
Britain’s best hope of a medal 
in the tennis competition. 
Jayant, from Leicester, has 
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DN WOULD LIKE TO 
WISH ALL OUR 
ATHLETES GOOD 


LUCK (BUENO 
SUERTE) IN THE 
1992 PARALYMPICS. 


fond memories of Spain after 
winning the Open 
Championship there in May. 
Mistry’s British team mates 
will be Simon Hatt, Christine 
Blackmore and Janet McMorran. 


w of 35.90m. GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


for another batch of medals. 
Tara Flood, the 50m 

breaststroke world record- 

holder, expects some problems 


sort games 


and 200m races and the long 
jump. 

Co-ordinator Cathy Lowe 
said: “The championships were 
a great success. We are hoping 
our best athletes will be just as 
successful in Barcelona.” 


tennis title 


Kickstart- the brilliant new orthopaedic boots from CAMP are so stylish and 
comfortable, that kids can't wait to get their feet into them. Kickstart 
boots are available in four exciting colour combinations, three width 
fittings and have veldtschoen stitched soles ensuring extra choice, comfort 
and adaptability. 

For more information on the complete range of Kickstart boots : 


Telephone : 0962 855248 


Fax : 0962 855636 ® 
or write to CAMP LTD, © 
Open wheelchair tennis title Sales Office, 


t Michael Foulks, from 

ial at the Graves Tennis 

es to win. A shock result 

n took the first set and then 

t Turner was in no mood to 

ir games in a row to win the 
ve British Open title and he 
reque by former Wimbledon 

3 final was an all Dutch affair. 
yorld champion, Chantal 


Northgate House, 
Staple Gardens, 
Winchester, orthopaedic footwear 


Hampshire, SO23 8ST. 
L Wn 
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FESTIVAL 
Fae a Ta nel Se 


Look out For this month 
takes a detour to Edinburgh to 
bring you disability arts at the 
Edinburgh Festival and 
Fringe. Reviews of selected 
shows next month. 


The Scottish Virtuoso. Per- 
cussionist Evelyn Glennie 
plays with the Scottish Cham- 
ber Orchestra. Till 5 Septem- 
ber. Usher Hall, tel: 031-228 
1155. 


And a Nightingale Sang. C 
P Taylor play about a working 
class family living in Newcastle 
during WW II. Matinee per- 
formance on 5 September is 
signed and audio-described. 
Church Hill Theatre, tel: 031- 
554 5336. 


Children of the Silent 
Night. Musical about disabled 
girl Helen Keller. Till 5 
September. Trafalgar Hall, see 
below. 


Strugglers by Richard 
Cameron. Play about pupils in 
their last term at special 
school. “Funny and moving”. 
Till 5 September. The Rifle 
Lodge, tel: 031-557 1785. 


Trafalgar Hall in St Anthony 
Place is a new Fringe venue. It 
bills itself as having ample free 
parking, wheelchair access, 
loop induction and signing. 
Among the many shows 
appearing there are Sam, a 
play inspired by the life of 
Samuel Beckett, and The 
Comical Mystery Tour, 
nightly stand-up comedy. Tel: 
031-554 0290. 


B227 DELUXE 
COMFORT 
COMMODE 


Width 
© Drop away arms 


MORE NEW ITEMS 


B229 COMFORT 
COMMODE 


® Optional 
Back Rest 


® Stackable 


© Adjustable in Height and 


® Dismantles 
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Me and My Friend by Gillian Plowman. Psychiatric sur- 


vivors struggle to adjust in a hostile world. Till 5 Septem- 
ber. St Columba’s by the Castle, Edinburgh. Tel: 031-225 


7993. 


Elsewhere in the country: 


Shape Islington and Islington 
Arts and Entertainment are to 
hold the first disability arts 
festival in Islington, London, 
in 1992/93. What do you want? 
Tel: 071-607 7331 ext 215. 


Erogenous Zones, play by 
Frank Vickery about family 
life. “Potent mixture of almost 
farcical but horribly familiar 
situations.” Interpreted perfor- 
mance on 28 September. 
Audio-described show on 29 
September. Sherman Theatre, 
Cardiff, tel: (0222) 230451. 


flat for storage 


HOMECRAFT SUPPLIES LIMITED 
Low Moor Estate, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, 
Notts. NG17 7JZ 

Tel: (0623) 754047 (4 lines) Telex: 85201 
Fax: (0623) 755585 


Disabled Photographers’ Soci- 
ety Annual Exhibition. 8-12 
September. Sutton, Surrey. 
Tel: 081-547 1566. 


On the Toilet with Shergar 
is an evening of comedy 
with disabled comic Spike 
Breakwell (above) and 
Simon Hardeman. Till 5 
September. Southside Com- 
munity Centre, Edinburgh, 
tel: 031-667 7365. 


The Kids on 
Kilroy debate 
on disability 
and young 
people (BBC1, 
12 August) was 
entertaining 
and frank. - 

But disabled children were 
still saying the same things 
they said years ago: how cruel 
non-disabled children can be; 
how it’s up to them to make 
the first move; and how they 
wish that people could ignore 
their difference. Those 
involved with children’s 
programming should note that 
social disability for young 
people is still unacceptably 
high, and that tv has a part to 
play in reducing this. 

One young wheelchair user 
who has very little social or 
physical disability in her life is 
the character Nessa Lockhead 
in Eldorado (BBC1). As I write 
she has been in 13 episodes, 
yet the subject of disability has 
been raised only twice. 

True, she’s very assertive 
and independent and is capable 
of being politically active. In 
one episode she led a 
demonstration of disabled 
people against a sponsored 
“walk”, but this was quickly 
and conveniently resolved 
when they were allowed to take 
part as well. Still, this is 
Eldorado, the ideal state, and 
any resemblance to reality is 
purely coincidental. 

People will continue to be 
socially disabled if events like 
Telethon ’92 (ITV 18 & 19 
July) persist. Its organisers 
claim to have made progress 
this year by including 
awareness-raising material. 
Superficially, this was true. But 
no matter how powerful the 
best of these items were, their 
overall effect was still swamped 
by the same old emotive fund- 
raising techniques. 

The tragedy is that 
Telethons reach massive 
audiences whereas excellent 
documentary series such as 
Disabled Lives (BBC2 7, 14, 21 
July) get only a fraction of the 
viewers they deserve. A BBC] 
repeat soon, please? 

Out (C4), the programme for 


THE CONSORT ARTICULATED DIVAN BED 


LUXURY AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON FOR BOTH THE 
INFIRM AND ABLE-BODIED AT A PRICE BOTH CAN AFFORD. 


* Choice of electrically 
* Top quality pocket sprung 


* Available in single or double 


* Optional adjustable vibrating 


* 8" ground clearance - ideal 


* PRICES FROM £434.00 + V.A.T. * 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO Q.P.S. 
FREEPOST (MR 8560) MANCHESTER M16 8HB 


controlled or manual versions 
mattress 


(each side individually 
controlled) sizes. 


unit 


for storage or accommodating 
other appliances. 


gay men and lesbians, has at 
last recognised that there are | 
gay and lesbian deaf and 
disabled people. I preferred | 
“Actions Speak Louder Than | 
Words” (5 August) as it was 
less defensive and less i 
voyeuristic than “Double the 
Trouble, Twice the Fun” (15 | 
July) starring Nabil Shaban. 
Readers will know of my 
recent association with the I 
BBC’s Disability Programmes 
Unit (DN, August). So, in the | 
interests of objectivity, lam | 
handing over to Ben Furner | 
for a review of the DPU’s first . 
offerings. 


Chris Davies| 


From the Edge (twice monthly, ! 
Wednesdays, 5.30 pm, BBC2), — 
the long awaited successor to : 
the BBC’s One in Four 
programme, made its debut in 
July with a rich mixture of 
news, features and music, all 
with trendy graphics and even 
trendier presenters. 

The first programme kicked 
off with the highly topical and | 
obligatory Telethon ’92 piece, 
which was followed by a 
confusing item on Seville’s 
Expo ’92 which started in a 
piecemeal fashion and ended 
somewhere on planet Zog. 

Next in line was the holiday 
destination of 1992, Euro- 
Disney, which got a well- 
deserved hammering. A report 
by a young disabled woman 
and an access expert revealed a 
long list of boobs, mistakes and 
downright insults. 

The best of programme 2 
included a report on religous 
attitudes towards disability. 
More reports of this thorny 
nature, please. 

The piece on Bridlington 
MP John Townend’s attitudes 
on care in the community 
confirmed what we already 
knew: disabled people are 
better off in large institutions, 
and anyway, it’s not fair on 
local residents because it 
depresses house prices. Ho hum. 

It is time for a programme 
like From the Edge. Both 
editions were by and large fun, 
punchy, stylish, interesting and 
informative. And unlike One in 
Four (which never really stood 
a chance, the way the BBC 
continually moved it around 
the schedules), it doesn’t spend 
the bulk of it’s airtime 
contemplating its navel. 

From the Edge deserves a 
prime-time slot, and I hope 
that it gets the audience it 
deserves. My only reservation 
is that its somewhat arty 
format may persuade older 
disabled people to turn off. 

A slightly sour note to end 
on. In its wisdom, the Beeb 
held over the second 
programme until after the end 
of that well-known event in 
Spain. (Y’know, the one with 
the high profile disabled person 
who shot the flaming arrow 
into the big fruit bowl...) 

Never mind... we look forward 
to Eldorado gracefully making 
way for the Barcelona 
Paralympic Games this month. 
Ben Furner 
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VIDEO 
sen SU PRE 


S: subtitles. NS: no subtitles 


1. DOUBLE IMPACT 
(Columbia Tristar) Muscle- 
man Van Damme gets into a 
scrap with himself. (NS) 


2. CURLY SUE (Warner) 
More “childish” stuff. (NS) 


3. FRANKIE AND 


Eclectic art 


Madeleine Parker’s Exhibition of 
Eclectic Art (26 July-1 August, 
London) showed her broad- 
ranging work - portraits, cats, 
religious paintings and rural 
scenes - which rely mostly on a 
certain naive charm. 

She says she paints what she 
hopes people will like, and 
buy. The result is that much 
of her work is decorative 


“The Epileptic Eye” 


JOHNNY (CIC) 
Pacino/ Pfeiffer in romance- 
comedy. (NS) 


4. BILL AND TED’S 
BOGUS JOURNEY (20:20) 
Duo take on Grim Reaper. 
(NS) 


5. POINT BREAK (Fox 
Video). Will Keanu Reeves’ 
fledgling cop outwit Patrick 
Swayze’s beachboy? (NS) 
Andy Kimpton-Nye 


Chart courtesy of MRIB 


enough but does little to excite 
or challenge the viewer. Most 
refreshing was “Jesus blesses 
Kennington Lido” and others 
in a series depicting Christ in 
London swimming pools. 

The exceptions were one 
painting and four etchings 


RASC NTE AT, 
EXHIBITION 


which address the artist’s 
epilepsy. In the etchings she 
set out to illustrate the aura 
preceding a fit and the result 
is a powerful and moving 
series which stands head and 
shoulders above most of her 
work. “The Epileptic Eye” 
conveys a sense of the total 
disorientation experienced by 
someone coming to after a fit. 
Madeleine told me that she 
was worried about including 
these in the show in case they 
upset people. For me, it was 
these pieces which made my 
visit worthwhile. The artist, 
perhaps, must make the choice 
between painting what she 
thinks people want or painting 


what she knows and feels. 
Adam Reynolds 


Phew! What a scorcher 


Phew! What a stunningly 
brutal assault on the eyes and 


ears Leos Carax’s Les Amants 
du Pont Neuf (18) is. But it is 


, 


o 


a joy to experience the passion 
and energy in this film. 

In essence, it’s a raw boy- 
meets-girl story and in time 
honoured fashion the course of 
true love doesn’t run smooth. 

Alex (Denis Lavant) is a 
fire-breathing acrobat for 
whom the circus has most 
definitely left town. He’s 
reduced to drifting through 
the days numbed by alcohol 
and downers. Michele (Juliet 
Binoche) is a visually impaired 
artist whose eyesight is rapidly 
deteriorating. Armed with her 
portfolio and paints, she is on 
the streets to escape memories 
too painful to bear. 


Both take up residence on 
the dilapidated Pont Neuf 
bridge and become lovers 
against a delirious backdrop of 


Woman on the edge of a stereotype. Does she jump or is she pushed? 


booze, deprivation and a 
Disney-world Paris skyline. 
All this rough-edged 
harmony doesn’t last though. 
The arrival of a miracle cure 


FILM 
uti res ae at oe EE 


for Michele’s disability leaves 
her with the option to return 
to her old life, Alex’s new 
found happiness shattered, and 
an ominous question mark 
hanging over their relationship. 
Seem like run of the mill 

stuff? Under Carax’s guidance, 


no way. For instance, at one 
point the audacious hand-held 
photography conjures up a 
series of staccato shots of 


Michele water ski-ing on the 
Seine which has a dazzling, 
dream-like quality. Simple, but 
very effective. 

As for the treatment of the 
visually impaired character, I 
have to drop the euphoric tone 
to report that nothing much 
has changed. Michele’s 
disability is used as a metaphor 
(she can’t “see” what’s good 
for her) and a plotting device 
(to get her into Alex’s world in 
the first place and then out of 
it when surgical help is on the 
cards). 

Great film, shame about the 
stereotyping. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


IMPORTANT SAFETY 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO 
STAIRLIFT OWNERS 


W J Furse Stairlift Models 103 and 185 
manufactured from 1982 to 1988. 


Furse Lifts Stairlift Models 103 and 185 
manufactured from 1988 to 1989. 


As Service Engineers dealing with many of the 5300 


Stairlifts manufactured in the above period we have had 


15 failures reported. | of these was due to a failure of the 


gearbox drive shaft. 14 were due to failures of the key 


locking the gearbox drive shaft. 


Please ask your Service Engineer to examine your Stairlift 


and to advise you whether replacement of the drive shaft 


and/or locking keys is necessary. 


Gimson& 


STAIRLIFTS 


Technical advice sheets can be requested on 
telephone number 0533 366779 Ext. 185 
or from Gimson Stairlifts Limited, Dept 185, Boston 
Road, Beaumont Leys, Leicester LE4 |AZ 


EE SE ETE 
MUSIC 


Reece es ae 
Freewheelin 


My only real involvement with 
grassroots protest music was 
when I once went to a Billy 
Bragg concert. This might 
explain why I had never heard 
of Ian Stanton, a musician in 
the best tradition of protest 
singers since Bob Dylan. 

His new recording, 
Freewheelin, was thoroughly 
enjoyable, not only for me but 
also for my brother and other 
non-disabled people I played it 
to. To make a difference in 
this society you have to be able 
to reach across the board. 

Only one song, “Tragic But 
Brave”, preached enough to get 
my back up. But what struck 
me most was that Ian Stanton 
seems to have the one thing so 
seriously lacking in much of the 
disability arts scene today - a 
sense of humour. 


Kate Bird 


£5.75 (inc p&p), from Stream 
Records, 77a Hindmans Road, 
London SE22 9NQ. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 
Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


eee 


Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


available from 
M.J. Fish & Co. 
FREEPOST 
PRESTON | 
PR2 2BR 
Tel. (0772) 724442 


be 


Please send me your leaflet explaining about insurance for people 


_| with disabilities 
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Mother To Be -A 
Guide to Pregnancy 
and Birth for Women 
with Disabilities 

by Judith Rogers and Molleen 
Matsumura 

(Demos Publications, 386 Park 
Avenue South, New York, 
NY10016, USA, $24.95 
paperback, $39.95 hardback plus 
$3 p&p) 


This is an important book for 
women with disabilities who 
are going to be mothers - and 
for physicians too. It should be 
made available to every 
disabled woman who is 
planning a pregnancy and 
delivery. 

The book is based on the 
childbirth experiences of 36 
women with a wide variety of 
disability. 

Their pregnancy histories 
are detailed in chapter one, 
and throughout the book there 
are pertinent quotations 
describing their experiences, 
including how they have found 
health professionals taking a 
practical approach to what was 
seen as impossible not too 
many years ago. 

The book rightly emphasizes 
the importance of all health 
professionals being supportive. 
It tells us that every woman, 
able-bodied or disabled, has a 
right to know her body and its 
biological capacity. 

Because the interviews were 
confidential, each woman has a 
pseudonym with the same 
initial as her disability. For 
example, Clara has cerebral 
palsy and Samantha has spinal 
cord dysfunction. This 
concerned me at first, but I 


ightweight 
foldable Bug gy 


for Children 


eventually found it a very 
simple way to understand each 
situation without needing a full 
history of each woman. 

This book is certainly a full 
and comprehensive guide on 
pregnancy and birth, but I 
would have liked more on the 
post-partum period, regaining 
one’s health, re-starting 


When Sheenagh Hardie, born with Down’s Syndrome in 


foreword: “Every woman has 
the right to weigh the 
consequences of childbearing 
and to decide on her own risk- 
taking capabilities. Problems 
related to disability or 
obstetrical complications 
cannot always be avoided and 
may result in disappointment 
or more. 


1961, won the first Kyle Apter award for achievement she 
asked “Why me?” Now, with the help of her parents she 
has written her autobiography. They hope it will help and 
encourage parents of young children with Down’s Syn- 
drome. Why Me? Excalibur Press, 13 Knightsbridge Green, 


London SW1X 7QL. £4.95. 


menstruation, and the role and 
importance of hormones. 

Apart from those things, I 
was extremely impressed with 
the guide and would have liked 
to have read it before and 
during my own pregnancy. 

As Wilma Asrael says in the 


“The book’s attention to 
complications respects the 
intelligence and maturity of 
the mother to be and her 
professional team by being 
realistic without being 
threatening”. 

Isobel Ward 


In answering the need for a good looking 
lightweight foldable buggy for children 
with mild to moderate physical dis- 
abilities, Ortho-Kinetics have developed 
the Kelly. 

The chair combines effective positioning 


and support without sacrificing comfort or 
appearance and particular attention has 
been made to giving a smooth ride with its 
6” swivel castors and 8” rear wheels. 

The Kelly is both easy to push and folds in 
seconds and combines a variety of sizes of 
seating systems that can be changed as the 


child grows. 


In particular the Kelly has combined the 
need for a multi-purpose buggy with the 
need to be both attractive and serviceable. 


For further information contact: 


Ortho-Kinetics (U.K.) Ltd., 

Unit 4, Planetary Road, 

Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV13 3XA. 
Tel: 0902 866166 


Special Children 


Special Needs 
by Mary McCormack 
(Thorsons, £7.99) 


After I’m Gone 
by Gerald Sanctuary 
(Souvenir Press, £8.95) 


Special Children Special Needs 
is a superb mouthpiece for all 
parents of children with 
learning difficulties through 
the words and experiences of a 
few. In his foreword, Mencap 
chairman Brian Rix says it 
“touches the reader with a 
sympathy and insight rarely 
found...”. 

Mary McCormack, whose 
son Patrick, 25, has multiple 
physical and learning 
disabilities and lives at home, 
has written the book “for 
carers who want to know 
about other carers, and for 
professionals, who need to 
know”. She tries to answer the 
familiar, unanswerable 
question: “How do you cope?” 

Through dozens of awe- 
inspiring, horrifying and 
humbling interviews we meet 
many families going through 
different stages, each with 
their particular problems: for 
example, the initial shock of 
diagnosis; schooling; day care; 
relationships and bereavement. 
Words I have used were here, 
such as: “I can’t begin to think 
that far ahead”, and “I’ve 
reached the stage in my life 
where I want to be something 
in addition to the mother of a 
child with a mental handicap. 
I want to be myself”. 

There are stories of 
unbelievable insensitivity and 


CASSETTE 


ERAS i 2G eae) 
Coping With Pain 


by the Pain Research Institute 
(Pain Tape, PO Box 1, Wirral 
L47 7DD.£6.25) 


Coping With Pain is a cassette 
produced by the Pain Relief 
Foundation to help people who 
experience severe chronic pain. 

There are two parts to the 
cassette. 

Side one briefly describes 
the reason why pain exists and 
suggests ways in which people 
can control the pain they get 
and feel. It is introduced by 
Simon Weston, who as a result 
of injuries and burns received 
in the Falklands War, was in 
constant pain for many years. 

There are contributions from 
specialists and people who have 
had experience of chronic pain. 
The commentary is by Magnus 
Magnusson. 

The nature of pain is 
described and there are 
suggestions for reducing 
awareness of pain, including 
physical exercise, positive 
thinking, setting goals and 
targets, the use of drugs, and 
the support of family and 
friends. 

There is also information 


sustained courage, of caring for 
30, 40, 50 years, and of role 
reversal when the cared for 
become the carers. The 
experience of having a brother 
or sister with learning 
difficulties is described, and 
another chapter discusses the 
alternative approaches of 
patterning and conductive 
education. 

Each chapter has a section 
on getting help, which gives 
general details of benefits 
available, voluntary groups, 
etc. Living in Northern Ireland, 
I would have preferred to see 
addresses in this area listed. 

As a parent of a physically 
disabled child with learning 
difficulties, I also found scant 
reference to the immense 
problems we often face trying 
to get enough help from 
physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists and speech 
therapists, and the right 
equipment at the right time. 
Perhaps this area was 
deliberately glossed over as a 
minefield needing a book on its 
own. 

Nevertheless, Special 
Children Special Needs is a 
gem: a consolation to parents 
and vital reading for 
professionals and legislators. ' 

Gerald Sanctuary’s valuable 
After I’m Gone, first published 
in 1984, has been substantially 
revised to include the latest 
developments in rights, 
benefits and services. As a 
former legal advisor to 
Mencap, the author is 
eminently equipped to guide 
parents through the legal 
hazards they face when 
planning for their child’s future. 

Joan Shannon 


about where to go for further 
advice. 

Side two is a relaxation 
programme with exercises to 
do at home. 

I found side one helpful in 
describing pain and explaining 
why it affects people 
differently. 

But the relaxation technique 
has limitations for people with 
physical disabilities, relying as 
it does on the tensing and 
relaxing of joints through 
physical movement. Although 
there was some reference to 
breathing exercises to aid 
relaxation, this was used in 
conjunction with the physical 
flexing of joints. 

I have heard better 
relaxation tapes, where the 
emphasis has been purely on 
breathing exercises and a 
person’s ability to draw on 
images from their own 
memory. Where movement of 
joints is painful, the 
programme on the tape may 
make a person’s problem 
worse. 

Summing up, I think the 
tape will be helpful as an 
introduction to the subject of 
coping with pain. But if you 
are looking for a relaxation 
exercise tape, better and less 
expensive ones can be bought 
elsewhere. 

Peter Nightingale 


Disability Now September 1992 


NE  — —————— 


CAREERS TALK 21 


4 
v: 
“A 


Ut. 
PATRICK BAGLEE 


This summer, Adept Press, 
Britain’s only workers’ co- 
operative for people with 
hearing impairments, 
celebrates its tenth birthday. 

Set up in 1982 by former 
engineer Clive Kittel, the 
Wembley-based firm prints 
magazines, newsletters, leaflets 
and brochures. 

Four of the seven staff have 
a hearing impairment. 
Everyone receives a full wage 
and shares in the running of 
the business. 

Clive, who has a deaf son, 
formed the co-operative to 
provide training and 
employment opportunities: 
“Our aim is to help members 
acquire and develop new skills 
and have a say in management 
issues.” 

There are some 1,200 
workers’ co-operatives in the 
UK, owned and democratically 
controlled by the people who 
work in them. They come in 
all shapes and sizes, including 
shops, factories, theatre groups 


Adept printer Brian Owen lik 


and recording studios. 

Over a hundred of them 
involve people with disabilities. 

Gilleygate Wholefood 
Bakery was one of the first. 
Set up in York 14 years ago, it 
is still going strong. 

Co-ops are attractive to 
people with disabilities because 
members can share their skills 
and resources and gain greater 
control over their work. As 
owners, they help decide 
things like their hours of work 
and work-place design. 

Colyn Walden, a graphic 
artist who has been with Adept 
Press for nine years, said: 
“There are many advantages to 
working in a co-op. It has 
given me the chance to learn 
new skills, such as processing 
colour plates. We discuss all 
decisions and three out of five 
of the management committee 
are deaf.” 


Co-operating for a better deal 


The co-operative movement offers disabled people work, mutual support and a share in the 
responsibilities of management. Tim Russell reports on some successful projects 


The national federation of 
worker co-operatives, the 
Industrial Common Ownership 
Movement (ICOM), held a 
conference at Birmingham 
NAIDEX in May. 

Conference chairman 
Morgan Carpenter said: “The 
great thing about co-operatives 
is they enable disabled people 
to tailor their work 
environment to their own 
personal needs. Members are 
able to control when they work 
and how much work they do.” 

Neil Skinner of ICOM 
agrees. He said: “There has 
recently been a great increase 
in the number of co-ops set up 
by and for disabled people. 
Many people with disabilities 
are thinking, ‘If we can’t get 
people to give us work, why 
don’t we get together and 
employ ourselves?’ 

“Local authorities are also 
keen to help set up co-ops 
because they want to create job 
and training opportunities for 
disabled people.” 

Before starting a co-op 
members must prepare a 
business plan and learn 
management skills. 

This is where Co-operative 


es a share of responsibility. 


TIM RUSSELL 


Development Agencies (CDAs) 
come in. Set up by local 
authorities, their brief is to 
create long-term jobs in viable 
co-operatives and give advice, 
information and training. 

Morgan Carpenter, a 
business adviser with 
Birmingham CDA, said: 
“Preparing a business plan is 
vital, because you have to 
prove to potential funders that 
you will be able to produce the 
goods. It is also important that 
you have enough money for 
any special equipment or 
support staff you may need.” 

Mr Carpenter is currently 
helping actress Tina 
Mullinger, who has Lupus and 
Raynaud’s Disease, to set up a 
co-operative theatre group for 
disabled actors. 

“We’re only at the planning 
stage,” said Tina. “It’s going 
to be a long, hard slog, but 


Endeavour Woodcrafts’ members (from left) Gary Pickering, Dawn Buckingham, Steven 


Clough, Linda Weldon and Eric Poulter, with their boxes, book ends and key-holder house. 


“if we can’t get people 


to give us work, why 
not get together and 
employ ourselves?” 


I’m determined to give 
disabled actors opportunities 
they are currently denied.” 

Tina has had information 
and advice from ICOM and is 
hoping to get funding from 
Birmingham city council. The 
European Social Fund and 
some charities and trusts also 
give money. 

Co-operatives have proved 
increasingly popular with local 
authority community 
placement officers who want to 
create job opportunities for 
people with learning 
difficulties. 

Birmingham social services 
department, for example, has 
helped form the catering co- 
operative Matchbox 
Enterprises, which runs three 
cafes in the city and employs 
25 people with learning 
difficulties. 

Chairman David Rivers said: 
“All our staff are involved in 
the majority of decisions. We 
have monthly meetings and 
invite people to discuss 
anything they like.” 

Endeavour Woodcrafts, 
based in County Durham, was 
set up in February by five 
people with learning 
difficulties and produces 
woodcrafts such as book ends, 
clocks and pencil cases. 

Avril Hamilton, personal 
development officer of 
Durham CDA, said: “We have 
been teaching them social skills 
and all the other things they 
need to know in business.” 

Liz Hill, one of only two 
non-disabled members, said: 
“Everyone has a say in the day 
to day running of the business, 
although financial decisions are 
made by a management 


committee, which includes two 
people with learning 
difficulties.” 

Linda Weldon, who makes, 
paints and sells the products, 
is enjoying her first “real job”. 
She said: “I used to go to an 
adult education college, but 
this is much better. If I have 
any problems I get a lot of 
support.” 

Linda and the co-op’s other 
disabled members do not get a 
wage, however, because they 
could lose benefit. 

Morgan Carpenter said: “It’s 
often better if people do not 
come off benefit until the 
business is well-established and 


making a healthy profit.” 

Adept has now reached this 
point. “The recession has been 
very hard on printers, but 
we’re still doing well,” said 
Clive Kittel. 

“T think being a co-operative 
has helped. Through pooling 
our talents and developing our 
skills we have survived the 
hard times and are looking 
forward to the future.” 


ICOM, Vassalli House, 20 Cen- 
tral Road, Leeds, LSI 6DE, tel: 
(0532) 461738. Birmingham 
CDA, tel: 021-622 6973. 
Durham CDA, tel: 091-386 
4404. 
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IS GOOD ENOUGH 
It will fold into a small hatch-back car. 


It climbs most kerbs at any angle 
“without the problem of tipping”. 
It will climb 1 in 4 hill. 

It will carry a 28 stone person. 

It will go through a 25" opening. 
It has puncture proof tyres. 


Two Year Warranty 
Safety Comes First on &y 
FOUR Wheels’ 


walking 


roblem? 


It can travel at 8mph 

with a 28 mile range. 

As an optional extra we 

even supply an all weather hood. 


“FP 0803 - 322533 


Body Therapy, 
Torquay, 


72 Babbacombe Road, 
Devon, TQ1 3SW. 
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Share Your Problems 


with Ann Darnbrough 


Loving yourself 
is the first step 
to loving others 


Pardon me for writing about 
sex again, but many of the 
letters I receive from readers 
of this column are about 
sexual matters; usually 
problems, but recently I was 
very encouraged (and I hope 
you will be too) to hear this 
from a reader: 

“You wanted to hear from 
people who had got over 
sexual disability. 

“You’ve got to have a 
normal relationship first, but 
after that, provided there is 
enough love between the 
partners, everything is 
possible. 

“In my case I am suffering 
from MS and am slowly 
getting worse, but my partner 
loves me, looks after me, and 
(my condition left me 
impotent almost three years 
ago) still sleeps with me and 
allows me to bring her to 
multiple orgasm with my 
hand, which is very satisfying 
and wonderful for both of us. 
But we were lovers before the 
condition took me. 

“T ought to add that I am 
incontinent and can no longer 
speak or walk - only 
communicate with this 
machine - so you can see she 
loves me very much indeed 


and looks after me with all her 
soul. In fact, she is what keeps 
me alive. We are now 57 and 
60 by the way.” 

The letters I have received 
on sexual matters, so far, have 
all been from men. May I say 
straight away that men’s letters 
are most welcome, but I would 
be interested to know why 
women do not take the 
opportunity to share sexual 
problems and delights. I look 
forward to hearing from 
women about how their sexual 
experience may have been 
affected by disability - if at all. 


Spitting images 
One concern shared by both 
women and men is image. 

Dr Wendy Greengross, one 
of the founders of SPOD 
(Association to Aid the Sexual 
and Personal Relationships of 
People with a Disability), 
wrote recently: “We all tend to 
be self-centred creatures, 
viewing the world through our 
own eyes, filtered by our own 
prejudices and attitudes, so 
that it is easier to make 
assumptions about others than 
it is to find out how they 
actually feel. One of the most 
damaging and hurtful of these 
assumptions is that anyone 


For ALL who 


NEED TO WALK 


% Secure 


Positioning 


* Maximum 


Freedom 


%* Stimulates 


Movement 


GLRift 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Full colour brochure: 


FRONT-LEANING 
GAIT TRAINER 


RIFTON, Dept. DN, ROBERTSBRIDGE, E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR. Tel: (0580) 880626 


Disability Now September 1992 


who doesn’t fit the images of 
beauty presented by press and 
advertising is not only 
unattractive, but also devoid of 
sexual feeling.” 

Women might have more 
difficulties than men when it 
comes to conventional views of 
attractiveness. If a woman does 
not conform to a stereotyped 
image of beauty, she may 
devalue herself and thus really 
become less attractive. 

Sue Hocking has written in 
Devon Link about shopping for 
pretty lingerie. The shop 
assistant clearly thought Sue 
could not possibly be buying 
such frivolous items for 
herself. Sue asks “Can 
someone please explain why 


the attitudes of the general 
public change towards a 
person once that person is sat 
in a wheelchair?” 

Before she started to use a 
wheelchair, Sue had no 
difficulty buying such things. 
Now it is a different ball game. 

“Are those for your 
daughter?” the shop assistant 
asked. “No they are for me.” 

Silence fell upon the shop 
and what came next was even 
worse. “Is madam quite sure 
that these are what she wants 
because we stock a super line 
in warm thermal underwear, 
some of which have pretty lace 
trimmings.” 

Sue seems to see the funny 
side, but there are many times 
when such thoughtlessness can 
cast us in deep gloom. 


Men talk 


Men also worry about their 
self image. Tom writes: 

“At the age of 32, having 
had arthritis since the age of 
15, I have never had a serious 
relationship with a female or 
made love to a woman. 
Although I’m not severely 
disabled and appear fairly 
“normal” as well as being able 
to walk without a stick, I have 
problems with most of my 
joints and I’m rather short and 
under-developed physically 
compared to most men my age 
- this seems to put most 
women off. 

“I know the root of my 
problems are probably low 
self-esteem and lack of self- 
confidence which stems from 
rejection and poor self image. 


However, I don’t see how this 
can be overcome unless I get 
encouragement from more 
positive experiences and the 
acceptance and approval of the 
opposite sex, which I have 
found so difficult to obtain. 

“Whilst I hope that one day 
I will find someone who values 
me as a person despite my 
physical limitations, it seems 
that such people are very thin 
on the ground and that 
physical image is all important 
to the large majority of women 
today, who view disability as 
synonymous with ugliness. 
Even most disabled women I 
know have chosen to marry 
able bodied men.” 

People in the disability 
movement are busy 
counteracting the damaging 
and negative prejudices the 
rest of the world have about 
people with disabilities. But, 
somehow, each of us has to 
counter our own negative self- 
image. This can be hard. 

The very nature of feeling 
worthless can prevent us from 
doing something about it. 

Sometimes, however, it can 
help to take up further 
education, discovering hidden 
talents. John wrote recently 
that going to college had 
helped him enormously. He 
said that his confidence had 
continued to grow and the 
more he had mixed with 
people, the better he felt. 

In addition, he went on, “I 
took up karate to build up my 
right arm and leg, and it 
helped me from suffering from 
stress”. 


To BA or not to BA 
Another reader who said he 
was suffering from stress 
decided to occupy himself by 
taking up a course in 
anthropology with the Open 
University (OU). He did very 
well in the first year, getting a 
B credit, but then funding ran 
out. However, he contacted 
the student advisers at a local 
college, who were able to 
arrange for him to continue 
the course. 

He was told that because of 
the way he had struggled with 
his disability, he would be able 
to complete his degree without 
any financial embarrassment. 

No entry qualifications are 
required to take up a course 
with the OU and you could 
end up with a degree. Having 
a BA can do wonders for the 
ego and it isn’t bad for the 
image either. 


SPOD, 286 Camden Road, 
London N7 OB7, tel: 071-607 
8851. Counselling line open 
Monday and Wednesday 1.30- 
4.30pm and Tuesday and 
Thursday 10.30am-1.30pm. 
The Open University, Central 
Enquiry Service (Office for 
Students with Disabilities), PO 
Box 625, Milton Keynes MK1 
ITY, tel: (0908) 653745. 
Minicom: (0908) 655978. 
Skill: the National Bureau for 
Students with Disabilities, 336 
Brixton Road, London SW9 
7AA, tel: 071-274 0565. 
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Mabel Davis 


Mabel Davis made history on 1] 
September at Heathlands School | 
for Deaf Children in St Albans, | 
by becoming Britain’s first deaf 
head teacher since the 1880s. 

Mabel, 47, grew up in 
Saltcoats, Scotland. At seven, | 
she had meningitis and was 
given a drug that destroyed her 
hearing. Although being moved 
to a special school was a huge i 
wrench, she was enormously 
relieved to meet other deaf 
children. At 12 she went to 
Mary Hare Grammar School in 
Newbury, which she loved. 

After taking an Open 
University degree, she began 
teaching while working as a 
librarian at the Alice Elliott 
School for the Deaf in 
Liverpool. The head teacher j 
promised her a job if she passed 
a teaching diploma course at 
Notre Dame training college. | 
(She also passed a Bachelor of 
Education degree for good 
measure.) “I was apprehensive 
before going as there were no 
deaf people in teaching then, 
but the British Deaf Association 
provided me with an interpreter 
and the staff were very helpful.” 

As the first profoundly deaf 
person to become a qualified 
teacher, she taught at Alice 
Elliott for eight years. In 1986 
she became vice-president of 
Hamilton Lodge School for the 
Deaf in Brighton. 

She is on the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People’s 
council of management and 
education committee, and is a 
member of the National Union 
of Teacher’s working party on 
disabled teachers. 

She believes teaching deaf 
children should be an equal 
partnership between deaf and 
hearing professionals. 

But there are only six deaf 
qualified teachers in Britain. “It 
is still virtually impossible for 
deaf people to gain access to 
teacher training... Unfortuately, 
some hearing professionals feel 
threatened by deaf teachers.” 

Mabel has two children, 
Tanya, 23, and Paul, 21. 

“T want to make Heathlands 
the very best in the country and 
to serve as a model for all other 
schools, both at home and 
abroad, and raise the profile of 
all deaf people. It is important 
we break into education, 
politics, medicine and law so 
that there is no area of life that 
our children cannot enter.” 

Tim Russell 


‘Alison Silverwood reports 
Sally Baker became disabled 
with myalgic encephalomyelitis 
(ME) three years ago. Her 
disability disrupts the energy 
cycle to her muscles, brain and 
nerve cells. 

Acquiring her disability and 
‘taking up tapestry coincided: 
“J bought the canvas and 
wools on the way home after 
I'd been diagnosed. I wanted 
to give myself a present.” 

The designs look very 
detailed and intricate but Sally 
didn’t have a plan for the first 
one. “I started in one corner 
and balanced it as I went 
along. I could only do a few 
stitches at a time because I was 
very ill. The first tapestry took 
me six months. I’ve done eight 
or nine since then.” 

Now she has a picture in 
her head first. “I see the 
design clearly and imagine the 
colours. That’s something I’ve 
developed since ME because it 
saves energy.” 

She draws plans for the ones 
she might want to use in 
design kits and keeps a record 
of the colours and amounts of 
wool she uses. Sally also plans 
the bigger works too so they’re 
placed on the canvas correctly. 

Although Sally had no 
previous experience in 
tapestry, she spent five years at 
art college and learnt about 


NISSAN 


Decorative border surrounding a pomegranate tree. SALLY BAKER 


composition for painting. “I 
was inspired by Kaffe Fassett’s 
tapestry work at the Victoria 
and Albert and I love the 
massive medieval tapestries 
there that fill whole rooms.” 
Ideas come from all over but 
her favourite subjects are birds, 
animals, plants and sea-shells. 
“T like the format of having a 
decorative border with pictures 
in the middle. A Persian carpet 
gave me the idea. I might see a 
vase or a picture in a book that 
inspires me. The dog (right) is 


taken from a teapot. 

“One of my major 
achievements is a tapestry for a 
chair seat. I re-upholstered the 
whole thing and painted the 
chair to match.” 

At first doing tapestry gave 
Sally aching arms and sore 
eyes. Getting materials was 
also a problem. Travelling was 
difficult and once in the shop 
there were so many colours to 
choose from. “ME makes it 
hard to concentrate. The 
longer I looked the less able I 


VERSA. 


was to make decisions.” 

Now Sally buys materials by 
post. She chooses the colours 
at home from shade cards. The 
Royal School of Needlework 
(RSN) runs a mail order 
service for wool. 

Tapestry helped Sally come 
to terms with her disability. 
“It was hard to go from being 
active to inactive. Rest is very 
important when you have ME 
but I hate doing nothing. With 
ME you often have to stop 
things half way through and 
lose the sense of achievement 
from finishing a task. With 
tapestry you can do as much as 
you are able and it still counts 
towards the finished product. 
Even if I can’t physically work 
at it, I can plan it in my head. 

“It’s also meditative and 
therapeutic to do the stitching. 
I like choosing the colours and 
seeing how they go together. I 
don’t really know how they’re 
going to affect each other until 
I put them on the canvas. 
Sometimes it’s a surprise.” 

Sally often gives finished 
pieces away. She has thought 
about selling wall-hangings or 
taking commissions but it is 
hard to make a living as an 
artist, especially if you can 
only work from time to time. 

“T’m on Invalidity Benefit so 
I’m allowed ‘therapeutic 
earnings’ but the DSS find it 
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Taking things one stitch at a time 


hard to cope with the varying 
abilities which accompany ME. 
I wouldn’t want to risk losing 
benefit when some days I can’t 
get out of bed. So Ill keep it 
as a hobby.” 

She has also thought of 
exhibiting but most galleries 
only offer wall space and she 
needs sofas to show her 
cushions to best effect. 

Anyway, for her, the 
satisfaction comes from 
creating. And it also fits in 


I'm from a little teapot. 


with her lifestyle. “You can 
leave it for days or weeks 
without losing the thread!” 


RSN, tel: (0451) 4433. One of 
Sally’s designs appears in the 14 
August issue of Needlecraft 
Magazine. £2.75, tel: (0458) 
74011. 


> RENAULT 


NISSAN # PETROL 


£9495 


NISSAN = DIESEL 


£9995 


RENAULT # PETROL 


£10495 


RENAULT =# DIESEL 


£11395 


5 SEATER (plus 1 wheelchair space) or 4 SEATER (plus 2 wheelchair spaces) 
(Fully converted including windows, ramps, clamps and carpeted) 


« The VERSA is available in both petrol (unleaded) and diesel versions. 
« The lst Choice for Nursing Homes, Charitable Organisations, Community Transport and Families alike! 
« Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the Wheelchairs and seats. 
# A double track muns the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps are provided which simply hand-tighten 
to anchor the wheelchair firmly in any position along the track. 
Contact Howard Samuels or John Leach for a full information pack * Including Delivery, number plates and assumes exemption from road fund license. 


* All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief From VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


FULL RANGE OF NISSAN 
CARS - MICRAS, SUNNYS, 
PRIMERA'S, AVAILABLE 
ON MOTABILITY FINANCE 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON - FRI 9am - 7pm 
SAT 9am - 5.30pm 
SUN 1lam - 5.30pm 


CAR CENTRE LTO. 


051 420 2000 
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Sit back in comfort 


Posture is all-important when it 
comes to feeling good, whether 
you are using a wheelchair, sit- 
ting at a desk or relaxing in an 
armchair. This month we look 
at chairs and support systems 
for comfortable, safe seating. 
For relaxing at home why 
not try the Anthos_ range 
(below) by Cintique? The 


chairs have lumbar and head 
support and lifting seats. They 
could be useful if you have 
arthritis or lower back pain. 


Motorised and spring assisted 
versions are available. People 
with limited hand dexterity 
may find operating the lever on 
the spring assisted version a 
problem. From £321. Free 
brochure, tel: 071-254 1262. 

If you need more support 
James Leckey Design have a 
range of made-to-order heavy 
duty modular seating systems 
The Complete Chair all-in- 
one seating system comes in 
four sizes. From £448. Tel: 
(0232) 602277. 

The Handi 


Chair from 


INDEPENDENCE 


AEL furniture is an adjustable 
work/study chair with a five 
star wheeled base and a brake 


CHECKOUT 


for stability. The whole angle 
of the chair tilts and the angle 
of the backrest adjusts, you can 
swivel and lock the seat in any 
position, and make the seat 
wider. £299 (ex VAT). Tel: 
081-443 2322. 

Cushions and a stable seating 
base are vital for wheelchair 
users to encourage good pos- 
ture and prevent pressure 
sores. When choosing a cushion 
you should consider how 
mobile you are, whether you 
can change your seating posi- 
tion regularly and whether you 
can feel pain in the area where 
pressure sores might develop. 

For pressure sore prevention 
try the Transflo 600 cushion. 
£67, made to measure service 
£7.50 (ex VAT). Tel: (0460) 
67761. Or try Nottingham 
Rehab’s Gel cushion. £112. 
Tel: (0602) 452345. 

If you have little or no sensa- 
tion in your limbs and find it 
difficult to adjust your seating 
position regularly, you could 
try Raymar’s Roho range of 
lightweight, portable support 
cushions. From £340. Tel: 
(0491) 578446. 

For people with severe dis- 
abilities Gerald Simonds 
Healthcare produce a wheel- 
chair backrest system, the Jay 
Modular Back. This helps 
correct the spine and_ takes 
pressure off it by providing a 
more stable seating position. 


at the touch of a button, 


Fully Automatic 
Adjustable 
Bed. 


Free Home 
Demonstration J 


VARIABLE 
HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 


SELECT COMFORT FROM A 
THOUSAND POSITIONS 
HEAD-UP- 


SUPPLIERS TO DSS 


& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 


SERVO CHAIR 


= FEET-UP 
& HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
Telephone: (0985) 213440 


Send for a FREE BROCHURE 


THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
WARMINSTER, WILTS. BA12 9YT | OR PEACEFUL SLEEP. - 


AND NOW THE. 
AUTOMATIC je 
SEAT LIFT W 1 


ALSO THE ? SS 
AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 

FOR COMPLETE REST 


la rere ee eee eS 
5 Please tick [BEDS [] CHAIRS : 
1 NAME 

i ADDRESS 

| 

¥ Tel: 


Disability Now September 1992 


From £448 (plus VAT). Tel: 
(0296) 436557. 

The Burnett range of body 
support systems from Innoven- 
tions are vacuum controlled so 
they pump air out as you sit 
down and mould to fit your 
shape. They also reshape to 
accommodate posture changes. 
Support cushions from £62. 
Full chair liners £365 (ex 
VAT). Tel: (0800) 181709. 

If you don’t spend a long 
time sitting and don’t have a 
problem with pressure sores try 
Cushions for Comfort from 
Keep Able mail order. From 
£36.60 (inc VAT). Catalogue 
free, tel: (0933) 679426. 

Misuse of the back during 
normal activities is a major 
cause of backaches. The Nada- 
Chair Back-Up (below) aims 
to help the spine maintain its 


natural posture A padded sling 
passes around the lower back, 
with two straps to hook over 
the knees. As it is trains you to 
sit up independently you may 
be able to get rid of it later. 
£29 (inc VAT ex p&p), from 
Keep Able. Tel as above. 


Portable lift seat 


Wheelchair lift seat 


a hook to pick up keys etc. 


OOOO Omen ee eee eee eneeeeeeeeeeeeesseeeeees 


THOR O eee nee e eee ee eee eeeeeaeeseseee 


SOOO O eee ere eseereeeeeeeeeeeessseeesssseeessseeaseseses 


Remarka is pleased to introduce the BICOMPANION 
Lift Seating Range and the Telestik Portable Retriever 


Elevator seat 


Safe, reliable and classically simple, 
Companion Lift Seats all incorporate an 
innovative Seat Lift Mechanism. Based upon 
a Gas Spring Actuator, this device provides a 
gentle, near-constant force to ease the user 
into and out of the seated position, whilst 
maintaining superior “lift and tilt” motion. 


User weight and seat angle are simply dialled 
in at the control panel, which also has seat- 
locking and mechanism release controls. 


The Telestik Portable Retriever reduces to 8" and extends to 34". It has 
an adhesive pad which sticks to products you wish to pick up. It also has 


For further details and prices please tick AC] 


SRR Pee een eee eeeee saree seeeeeeeeresesseeeesesessseees 
PERO RRR eee eee eee e anew are ee sees seen eeeee ee eeeeeseeess 


ORO RHE meee eee ee eee eee ee eee ean seesuseeeneeeeee 


Return to Remarka Enterprises, 9 October Place, London 
NW4 1KJ. Tel: 081-203 2473. Fax: 071-224 4547. 
Trade Enquiries and Purchase Orders Welcome. 


WHAT’S ON 


Out-day-out for lesbians. 5 September at Easton Community 
Centre, Kilburn Street, Bristol. Afternoon free, evening disco 
£1.50/£4. Details of accessible transport and information on the 
day from Bristol City Council women’s unit, tel: (0272) 223837. 


Hydrocephalus Study Group Study Day. 12 September in Liy- 
erpool. £10 professionals, £5 parents and others. Details from 
Lynn Thomas, ASBAH House, 42 Park Road, Peterborough PE1 
2UQ, tel: (0733) 555988. 


Talking Newspaper Week. 20-26 September aims to draw atten- 
tion to the work of Talking Newspapers. For more information 
contact Tony Vale, TN Week Co-ordinator, 1 Leeds Smith Drive, 
Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 1LU, tel: (0767) 681429. 


Car Transfers, a practical course offering disabled people 
instructions on how to get in and out of cars. 23 or 24 September 


at Derby Disabled Drivers’ Assessment Centre. £65. For more | 


information contact Miss S Williamson, Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, 380/384 Harrow Road, London W9 2HU, tel: 071-289 6111. 


Disability Awareness and Confidence Course for Outdoor 
Education Instructors. 25 September-2 October near Kendal, | 
Cumbria. £290 (plus VAT). Further information from Trevor | 


Clarke, The Principal, Bendrigg Lodge, Old Hutton, Kendal, 
Cumbria LA8 ONR, tel: (0539) 723766. 


Parents Information Day, for younger parents of children with 


cerebral palsy. 3 October in Scarborough. Free. For details contact | 
Helen Lacey, The Spastics Society, 8 Brindley Way, Wakefield 41 | 


Business Park North, Wakefield WF2 0XQ, tel: (0924) 828980. 


Care of the Elderly, The Brave New World - post April ’93. 8 | 
October at the Queen Mother Conference Centre, Royal College of | 


Physicians, 9/11 Queen Street, Edinburgh EH2 1SQ. Contact Ali- 
son Glass, conference co-ordinator, Four Seasons Healthcare Ltd, 
41 Roseburn Terrace, Edinburgh EH12 5NQ. 


United International Thalidomides’ Congress, 12-17 October | 
in Nijmegen, The Netherlands. £100 including food and accom- | 
modation. Contact Teresa Smith, Flat 1 Chalfont Court, 72 Liver- | 


pool Road, Southport, Merseyside PR8 4BB, tel: (0704) 63871. 


Micros For Special Needs Exhibition. 13-15 October at The © 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, Civic Centre, Oldham. Complimentary tick-_ 
ets and further details can be obtained from Martin Littler, Direc- 
tor, Northwest SEMERC, Fitton Hill CDC, Rosary Road, Oldham 
OL8 2QE, tel: 061-627 4469. 


HELP! 


The Employers Forum on 
Disability is developing a 
publications programme and 
wants to create a pool of free- 
lance writers, designers and 


Telestik Portable 
Retriever 
Additional pads 
and velcro 
grip 
available 


to call upon when projects 
occur. Please send your CV to 
Nicola Lyon, Employers 
Forum on Disability, 5 Cleve- 
land Place, London SWIY 6JJ. 


Model 2100 


Holiday Which? magazine is 
carrying out a survey on the 
experiences of people with dis- 
abilities holidaying abroad. If 
you have recently had a holiday 
abroad, or are just about to go 
and would like to help by com- 
pleting a holiday questionnaire, 
please write to: Dept SBU, 
Holiday Which?2, 2 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 4DX. 


BO CO DO 
The Mobility Trust is build- 
ing up a team of volunteers for 
its new information and advice 
centre in Pudsey, West York- 
shire. Contact John Williams, 
Mobility Trust, 147 Bradford 
Road, Stanningly, Pudsey, 
West Yorkshire LS28 6AT 


} 
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Parkin’ 
problems 


Have you ever felt “rooted to 
the spot’? 

This is a fair description of 
how you sometimes feel when 
you have Parkinson’s Disease. 
All your energy can quite 
suddenly run out, like one of 
those rechargeable electric 
torches. 

It happened to me recently 
at a business meeting. 

I had presented my own 
informed opinion and then sat 
back to hear the other 
arguments. 

I could feel myself relaxing 
and my right arm becoming 
like a leaden weight in my lap, 
but I didn’t realise my legs 
were entering into the same 
conspiracy. 

The other speakers droned 
on, causing eyelids to droop 
and close, only to flicker open 
again with furtive and guilty 
looks to either side. 

Suddenly I saw that if I 
interjected a couple of short, 
sharp points, I could probably 
conclude the discussion and we 
might all go home. 

Attracting the chairman’s eye 
was simple, but leaping to my 
feet was diabolical. It took at 
least three attempts. Some of 
the more attentive people must 
have wondered what I had 
been drinking. 

Parkinson’s can affect the 
way you walk too. 

When I go out to post a 
letter, I can walk fairly 
normally. But stop to chat and 
it seems the rhythm is broken. 
When I start off again I can 
only lurch forward with a 
greatly lengthened stride, as if 
trying to pace out the correct 
length of a cricket pitch. 

The other day, when this 
happened, a lady pushing an 
old black bicycle called out, 
“Are you measuring?” 

“Of course I am”, I replied. 
“T’m just seeing how far you 
cycle along this path every day, 
against the law.” 

She laughed and went on 
her way, but not before 
reminding me that I had also 
measured the way to the 
lecturn in church the previous 
Sunday, and she hadn’t used 
her bike there. 

Another odd thing is the 
way my nose reacts to Sinemet 
Plus, a marvellous drug for 
Parkinson’s, with no other side 
effects that I know. 

All day long my nose is 
rock-hard dry, but get out the 
old Suffolk Punch motor 
mower and very soon a rhythm 
develops. Open throttle and let 
in the clutch, charge down the 
lawn to the far end, stop and 
wipe dripping nose. Turn and 
come back, empty grass-box 
and blow the nose fiercely. 
Fend off unhelpful comments 
from tittering lower orders of 
the family and charge down 
the lawn again. It’s all drip and 
run. 

Ivor Standen 


Gloucestershire and 
England cricketer 
David “Syd” 
Lawrence (centre) 
helps National 
Autistic Society 
staff open a new 
office in Bristol (tel: 
0272 624602). 
What could he be 
saying as he scoffs? 
Answers please by 
10 September, 
address page 2. 


..-NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... 


1. Which cabinet minister was 
involved in a sex scandal? 

2. Why did pop star Michael 
Jackson sue the Daily Mirror 
newspaper? 

3. Why did policewoman 
Alison Halford leave the force? 


Can you create-a-caption? 


4. Who murdered Italian judge 
Paolo Borsellino? 

5. Why was Channel 4 charged 
with contempt of court? 

6. Why was a Pakistani fielder 
fined after a cricket test match 
at Headingley between his 


DN’s crossword 


Answers page 31 


DOWN 
1. Restore to independence 
(12) 
. Milk-producing gland (7) 
. Naming words (5) 
. Striped animal (5) 
. Old Testament character 
(5) 
. Mistake (5) 
8. Could be secret or double 
(5) 
12. Punk nose (anag.) 
14. Shed (3) 
16. Guide (5) 
17. A new one sweeps clean 
(5) 
19. English county (4) 
20. Festive boy’s name (4) 


mn & Wd 


i 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


ACROSS 


1. Protest (12) 

7. Fast food outlet (9,3) 

9. Leave (2) 

10. Found with muck (5) 

11. Athlete or bean (6) 

13. Jewish language (7) 

15. Yellowish fluid (3) 

18. Locomotive enthusiast 
(5,7) 

21. Gardening tool (6) 

22. Irish county (6) 


country and England? 

7. Who was nominated as the 
Democratic candidate for the 
American presidential 
elections? 

8. What position does disabled 
politician David Blunkett hold 


August winner 

The £10 goes to Mr DG 
Flaxman of Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands. The horse is 
saying: “Yes, I’m all right 
here thanks. I like a stable 
environment.” Thanks to 
everyone who entered. 


in the new Labour shadow 
cabinet? 

9. Why were gay people angry 
with the Vatican? 

10. Who won the British Open 
golf championship for the 
third time? 


MOTORHOMES 
& DAY VANS 


PURPOSE BUILT UNITS 

TOTAL FREEDOM OF DESIGN 

FOR HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS OR DAY USE 
WHEELCHAIR DRIVEN OR TRANSFER TO 


CAB SEATS 


OWN USE OR CARER ASSISTED 


ON ROAD DEMONSTRATION UNITS 
THAT CAN COME TO YOU 


Everything we do is 
Designed for you. 


FOR BROCHURE: Eagle Motorcaravans, Unit 2, 
25c Brockhampton Lane, Havant PO9 1JT 


0705 477177 
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INFO 


The Southwark Disabled Peo- 
ple’s Information Pack is free 
to disabled people and _ their 
carers in Southwark (£3.15 for 
organisations and _profession- 
als). Contact SDIP, Aylesbury 
Day Centre, Bradenham Close, 
London SE17 2QB, tel: 071- 


252 5863. 
/‘e 


im —_<te__»_\ 


The Department of Social 
Security has issued a guide to 
benefits for blind and par- 
tially sighted people. Copies 
of FB19 are available from 
local Social Security offices in 


print and on audio tape. A 
braille edition will be available 
later in the year. 


Milton Keynes Centre for 
Integrated Living (/ogo left) 
is a resource centre for people 
with disabilities. Everything 
from advice and counselling to 
meeting rooms. Contact Milton 
Keynes CIL, 330 Saxon Gate 
West, Central Milton Keynes, 
MK9 2ES, tel: (0908) 231344. 


Quickprint is a braille tran- 
scription service in Hampshire 
run by Helwuen Dickinson 
who is blind herself. Tel: 
(0703) 616159. 


Westminster Council in Lon- 
don has published a Commu- 
nity Care Plan. Free from 
Fran Beasley, Policy Review 
Unit, 7th Floor, City Hall, 64 
Victoria Street, London SWIE 
6QP, tel: 071-798 2464. 


Aim High, a guide for deaf 
people going into Higher Edu- 
cation, costs £2.50 from the 
Royal National Institute for 


Croft cor’ Supplies neat Sohsic HOSPITALS 


COVE FOR THE DISABLED 


Making Independent Life at Home Easier 


Needing more independence in life? 
Our lightweight, folding wheelchairs 
will allow you to help yourself more, 
both in the home and outside, and 
they are so easy to put in the car. 


— 


\ Se 


* Bathroom & 
W.C. Equipment 


* Mobility 
* Seating 
* Beds & 


Accessories and 
much more! 


Having trouble getting in and out of your 
bath? The Bathability is your answer and 
will help you to regain your 
independence. No need to climb in. It 
eases you down and helps you up again. 


Cranborne Industrial Estate, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 3JF 
Tel: 0707 46626 or (24 hour answer phone) 0707 44055 


GLIDE UPSTAIRS ON A 
STANNAH STAIRLIFT. 


ee 


Ceoeeeeseeeseeseeseoosecoeccce 


Make climbing stairs easy again, with 
a Stannah Stairlift, in your home. 


Full details in this FREE 
Information Pack. 


Phone FREE (0800) 378386 
~ and ask for EXT 724, 
or return the coupon below. 


PCCCCHSESEOEOOO EOL EO BOLLE OO OEE OOOO 


For your Colour Information Pack please complete and return to: 
Stannah Stairlifts Limited, Dept 6398, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Are you enquiring for your Household 0 


Address 


A relative living elsewhere 1 


$e ee 
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Postcode Tel 


Stannah Stairlifts Limited is part of the Stannah Lifts Group. 


Deaf People, 105 Gower 
Street, London WCIE 6AH. 


Arthritis Care’s address is 
now 18 Stephenson Way, Lon- 


like to know more, contact the 
DAT Project, GMCDP, Unit 
33, Cariocca Enterprises, 2 
Hellidon Close, Ardwick, 
Manchester M12 4AH. 


The Rod Surrage Appeal Fund, a registered charity, owns 


adapted vehicles available for self-drive rental to individu- 
als or organisations. They have minibuses and now a con- 
verted Mini Chairman (above). To hire the car, contact 
Trevor Pollit, director, RSAF, 1 Johnston Green, Guildford, 
Surrey GU2 6XS, tel: (0483) 233640. 


don NWI 2HD, tel: 071-916 
1500. 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has produced 
Getting Off The Ground, a 
guide on physical education 
and outdoor pursuits for visu- 
ally impaired children in main- 
stream schools. £8.50 from 
RNIB Customer Services, PO 
Box 173, Peterborough PE2 
OWS, tel: (0345) 023153. 


Calling all disabled 
action/equality trainers. 
Are you interested in forming 
a new federation of disability 
trainers? The Greater Manch- 
ester Coalition of Disabled 
People wants to organise a 
national meeting of trainers to 
discuss the idea. If you would 


4d 


Be 


STS Lord Nelson 


adventure of a lifetime! 


THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME! 


* No previous sailing experience is necessary. 


* Special facilities on board include powered lifts 
between wide decks, an audio compass, low level 
fittings and spacious washing facilities. 


* Stop-offs may include Tenerife, La Palma, 
Fuerteventura, Lanzarote and Gran Canaria. 


If you are aged between 16 and 70 (+), and would like 
to go to sea as part of a mixed crew of able-bodied and 
physically disabled people, “sign on” now for the sailing 


1993 UK brochure out now! 


If you would like to find out more please contact: 
Jubilee Sailing Trust Ltd, Test Road, Eastern Docks, 
Southampton or telephone 0703 631 395. 


The British Association of the 
Hard of Hearing (BAHOH) 
has a free information leaflet 
on lipreading. Send a large 
SAE to Lipreading leaflet, 
BAHOH, 7/11 Armstrong 
Road, London W3 7JL. 


Heathrow Airport Informa- 
tion - a Commitment to Peo- 
ple with Special Needs is a 
free booklet available from 
Heathrow Airport Publications 
Department, tel: 081-745 6156. 


Homing In - Housing Advice 
for Carers, a booklet produced 
by Age Concern, the London 
Housing Unit and the Carers’ 
National Association, is free to 
voluntary organisations and 
individuals. Contact Age Con- 
cern, Astral House, 1268 Lon- 


COME TALL SHIP 
SAILING ABOARD 
STS LORD NELSON 


Experience the thrill of 
helping to sail a 
traditional tall sailing 
ship in the exotic 
CANARY ISLANDS this 
winter. Join the LORD 
NELSON for a week or 
more island-hopping 
under sail in the sun 
from Puerto Rico, Gran 
Canaria. 


don Road, London SW16 4EJ, 
tel: 081-679 8000. 


Should I Move? (see cartoon 
below) is a guide to sheltered 
and retirement housing in 
Scotland. £3 from _ Shelter 
(Scotland), 65 Cockburn 
Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1BU. 


The Health Promotion and 
Family Counselling Centre has 
produced two leaflets on incon- 
tinence. Strictly Private and A 
Very Private Affair cost 15 
pence each from HPFC Cen- 
tre, Prospect House, 3 Prospect 
Road, Barrow-in-Furness, 
Cumbria LA13 9AA. 


Springboard, a _nine-week 
job-training course in South 
Cambridgeshire, 
work placement and the chance 
to work for National Vocational 
Qualification credits. There are 
sixteen places for disabled peo- 
ple over 25 who have been 
unemployed for a year and 
people under 25 who have been 
out of work for six months. 
The course starts 12 October. 


Sue 
(0223) 300522. 


Contact Fielding, tel: 


Community Networks in the 
West Midlands has places for 
20 people on a year’s part-time 
training programme in youth, 
community and playwork. The 
course starts 15 September. 
Contact Chris Wright, tel: 021- 
554 9461, minicom: 021-515 
4893. A similar course is to be 
run in the Bradford area, tel: 
(0943) 609010 ext 389. 


MOVES 


Caroline 


Cayzer is 
the new 
director of 
Habinteg 


1 Housing 
Association. Bill Darling has 
been re-elected chairman of 
the National Association of 
Health Authorities and Trusts. 
Denise Evans is broadcasting 
officer at the RNIB. David 
Gilbert has been elected chair- 
man of the Association of 
National Specialist Colleges. 
Andrea Kelmanson starts as 
director of the Volunteer Cen- 
tre next month. Simon Lab- 
bett is music leisure officer at 
the RNIB. Jan Murray 
(above) is the new press/pub- 
licity officer at the Scottish 
Council for Spastics. Nigel 
Thomas is the new national 
development officer for young 
people at the BSAD. John 
Wilson is the deaf arts devel- 
opment officer at Shape. 
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| _FIND-A-FRIENDS 


For Find-A-Friend ads 
please send a cheque 
or postal order for £3 
payable to Disability 


Now with your ad. 
This is to help cover 
our costs. 


| GAY GUY, slightly disabled but fully 
| mobile, young 37, seeks new friends. 
_ Accessible home, car. Wide interests 
including music, travel, healthy living. 
Box No. 465. 


_ DEVON LADY with back disability but 
mobile, would like to correspond with 

lady or gentleman in Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Sussex. Box No. 466. 


SINGLE MALE, 30, would like to meet 
an able-bodied lady (20-35) for friend- 
ship leading to possible relationship. I 


There is a short waiting list for 
Find-A-Friend ads. Do _ not 


worry if your advert is not in 
immediately; it will probably 
appear next month. 


live and work in the midlands area but 
am willing to travel. ’m Thalidomide, 
living independently and enjoy concerts, 
travel abroad, dining out, music, clubs, 
pubs etc. I would like to meet someone 
genuine and caring with a good sense of 
humour to share the above and more. 
Photo appreciated. All letters answered. 
Box No. 467. 


MY NAME IS PAUL, 35, but I look 
younger. I have fair hair and blue eyes 
am good looking but short due to curva- 
ture of the spine. I like music (mainly 
60s) and have a large collection. I have a 
car and wouldn’t mind travelling. I 
would like to meet a slim, pretty girl to 
share my life with. Long hair, freckles 
and a cute turned up nose would be nice 
but not essential. Due to my disability I 
would not be able to cope with someone 
in a wheelchair. Box No. 468. 


LONDON WIDOW wants a friend 
with a car for outings and holidays. Will 


pay half the cost. Box No. 469. 


LADY AGED 30 would like friendship 
with a male of similar age. My interests 


are meeting people and going out. Box 
No. 470. 


BLONDE FEMALE, 40’s (but many 
years younger in outlook) looking for 
someone to have a lot of fun with. Don’t 
bother to reply unless you can keep up 
with me. I use a wheelchair. Box No. 
471. 


SEMI-DISABLED retired bachelor 
from East Sussex seeks male friends (any 
area) for correspondence and _ possibly 
holidays. A sense of humour and a happy 
disposition are more important than age. 
Box No. 472. 


DISABLED LADY, 51, would like to 
write to people from all over the world, 
particularly Eastern European and Aus- 
tralasian countries. Any age, race, etc. 
Box No. 473. 


MALE, 28, looking for a young lady aged 
23-30 who enjoys eating out, driving and 
the occasional drink, with a view to a 
lasting friendship. Must live within 30-40 
miles of Portsmouth. Box No. 474. 


MALE, 31, single, right amputee and 
deaf (communicates“with British Sign 
Language). I have my own car. I am 
looking for a disabled or able-bodied 
female under 35 for friendship. My inter- 
ests include travel, tv, photography and 
museums. I would prefer a non-smoker. 
South East area. Please reply with photo 
if possible. Box No. 475. 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend tndi- 
cate the Box Number and mark the 
envelope Private and Confidential. 


If you do not it will be opened. Send 
to DN, address on page 2. 


WANTED 


3 DOOR CAR, fitted with Car Chair 
which electrically lifts person into front 
passenger seat. Tel: (0442) 862410. 


MACLAREN MAJOR SINGLE 
BUGGY urgently required. Tel: 021- 
711 3748. 


CHAIRMAN OR SIMILAR 
ESCORT, new model. Must be clean. 
Tel: (05827) 12772 with details and 
price. 


GRANTS 


LIVE ARTS 


“NEEDS MUST FUND” 


1992/93 


The Arts Council’s Combined Arts Unit is offering 
one-off grants to artists and promoters working 
within the LIve Art sector for projects which 
develop the practice, distribution, appreciation and 
awareness of Live Art. Grants are available for 
projects such as the touring of new and existing 
works, one off larger scale site specific events, 
conferences, publications, festivals and platforms. 


The maximum grant available per project will not 
normally exceed £5,000. Total available £20,000. 


Guidelines and application forms are available 
from Daniela Karsten, Combined Arts Unit, 
Arts Council, 14 Great Peter St, London 
SW1P 3NQ. 071 973 6475. 


The deadline for applications 


is November 16 1992. 


FOR SALE 


FORD ESCORT C reg, ceramic blue, 
5,000 miles. Auto hand controls, MOT. 
£3,500 ono. Elswick Envoy, driven from 
NHS wheelchair, 9,000 miles, red. Tel: 
(0733) 578641. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Carter 
G63 Cruiser II. Little use. £1,100 ono. 
Tel: (0455) 848571 (evenings, ask for 
Rod). 


1991 SEAT SUNRISE 900cc, 6,000 
miles, car chair, rear access, ramp, power 
winch. Virtually as new. £4,500. Tel: 
(02216) 3202. 


BEC STERLING XL, 3 wheel scooter 
electric. 18 months old. Accept £1,000. 
Tel: (0734) 585943. 


E&J PETROL SAFFARI 1990 Dec. 4- 
8mph. Cost new £4,300. Will accept 
£2,800 ono. Can deliver. Tel: (0246) 
239087. 


RISER RECLINING ELECTRIC 
CHAIR with lifting unit. Oatmeal tweed, 
nearly new, cost £730, accept £500. 
Buyer arranges transport. Tel: (0225) 
811049 (Bath, evenings). 


A REG TALBOT RANCHO, MOT 
tax. Converted for wheelchair. Recondi- 
tioned engine and gear box, new exhaust 
and radiator. £1,750 ono. Tel: 081-874 
3439 (evenings and weekends). 


ADJUSTAMATIC BED, 2ft 6ins wide. 
3 years old. Would suit disabled person, 
back pain sufferer. £800 ono. Tel: (0333) 
50538. 


AUTOMATIC G REG VOLVO 340, 
blue, fully fitted with Car Chair system. 
Electric chair, power wheel retraction. 
Servicing of car and chair free of VAT. 
For sale in October. £9,950 ono. Tel: 
(0327) 768971. 


DOLPHIN DISABILITY POWER 
SHOWER with own pump. Very wide 
easy access, chair included. All for £500. 
Can be delivered 6-llpm. Tel: 081-887 
0365. 


LEVO STAND UP electric wheelchair. 
As brand new. Cost over £4,000. Will 
accept half price. Tel: (0386) 446104. 


BATRICAR in good order. £450. Tel: 
081-422 1290. 


PASHLEY PICKLE power assisted tri- 
cycle. Bucket seat. As supplied by Suf- 
folk Playworks. Suit child 48 years. 
£200. Tel: (0604) 831 460 (Northamp- 
ton). 


ELECTRIC BUGGY, Everest & Jen- 
nings Get Away. Recent service. 4mph, 
18 miles rechargeable batteries. £800 
ono. Tel: (0223) 243959. 


RENAULT EXTRA CONVERSION, 
diesel, red, May 1990, tinted side win- 
dows, access ramp for wheelchair passen- 


ger. £6,450. Tel: (0246) 850890. 


RATCLIFFE WHEELCHAIR LIFT. 
Good condition, suit transit or similar. 


£250. Tel: (0742) 326138 (Sheffield). 


ASGO 13 STEP STAIR LIFT swivel 
seat. 4 years old. £200. Cost £1,500. Tel: 
(0628) 29214 (Maidenhead, evenings). 


BEC SOVEREIGN 48 mph class 3. 
Almost new and hardly used due to diffi- 


Humanistic and Transpersonal 
Psychotherapy Course 
in Sheffield. 2 year part-time diploma 
commencing September 1992. 
Enquiries to 0629 580415. 


CONFERENCES 


PLAYMATTERS/NTLA 
LONDON 18th NOVEMBER, 1992. 
LEISURE LIBRARIES IN ACTION. 
Enhancing the quality of life for adults with 
severe learning difficulties and/or physical 
disability. The conference, representing Leisure 


Libraries throughout the U.K., will focus on 


leisure opportunities with relevant speakers 
and displays. Venue 336 Conference Centre, 
Brixton, London. Conference Fee £40.00. 
Further details contact C. Armstrong, 
Playmatters, 68 Churchway, London NW1 1LT. 


cult access to flat. Would suit disabled or 
elderly person. £2,500 ono. Tel: (0883) 
743418. 


MOTORISED WHEELCHAIR, as 
new, cost £1,895. All offers considered. 
Tel: (0202) 766525. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER, RASCAL 
1985. £375, excellent condition, same 
owner from new. Collect North Lan- 
cashire. Tel: (0524) 735779. 


THROUGH FLOOR LIFT and plat- 
form lift. Can arrange installation in 
South East Area only. Tel: (0892) 
540053. 


COMBAT COLT TRICYCLE, almost 
new. Cost £350 will accept any reason- 
able offer. Tel: (07084) 71285. 


REAR ACCESS’ VEHICLE for 
wheelchair passenger Escort, Fiat, Seat, 
Renault or similar. Tel: 081-953 1238. 


BEC CADET ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER, dismantles to fit most cars. 
Only £795 ono. Tel: (0895) 676919 
(Ruislip). 


FORD ESCORT 1.6, E reg, right side 
hand controls. Power steering and servo 
brakes. Driver’s side carchair with right 
hand control. Automatic transmission, 
electric windows. £7,500. Tel: 021-440 
5667. 


BEC STERLING SCOOTER, never 
used, one year old. Cost £2,000 but will 
sell for £1,000 due to bereavement. Tel: 
021-550 0871. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8 SGL, July 1987. 


DISABILITY PROJECTS OFFICER 
£12,916 - £14,185 


(One year contract) 


Kent Thames-side Groundwork Trust is an independent 
environmental charity whose aim is to help create a 
better living and working environment in North West Kent THA 


Brotherwood conversion for wheelchair 
passengers. 31,00 miles, blue, vec. 
£7,995. Tel: (0992) 467391 (Hoddesdon). 


BEC STERLING XL SCOOTER, 
swivel seat, front basket, battery charger. 
Hardly used, as new. £1,250. Tel: 081- 
953 1238 


DELCANE ATTACHMENT for carry- 
ing wheelchair on car tow hitch. Used 
one week only. £50. Tel: (0458) 250124. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Everaid 
Turbo spare wheels, standing frame. 


VGC, £825 ono. Tel: (0206) 211444. 


LARK XT portable electric 3 wheel 
scooter, 19 months old, little used, excel- 
lent condition. £595. Tel: (0386) 881274 
(Evesham). 


VAUXHALL RASCAL VAN. H reg. 
Fitted with ramps and clamps for 
wheelchair, side windows rear seat and 
radio. Excellent condition. Only 10,200 
miles. £4,600 ono. Tel: (0405) 839428. 


BROMAKIN 3 WHEELED RACING 
CHAIR with pump and 2 spare tyres. 
Tel: (0404) 41155. 


SEAT VISTA CHAIRMAN G reg. 
Excellent condition. Only 8,895 miles. 
£5,000 ono. Tel: 061-224 6434 or 928 
5723 (Manchester area). 


To place a classified 
lineage advertisment 
please use the form 
on page 28. 
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through running activities and projects connected with 


conservation, recreation and education. 


Groundwork now wish to develop their community programme to ensure that 
opportunities for involvement in environmental activities are available for 
disabled people living in the area. In partnership with Queen Elizabeth 
Foundation for Disabled People, the Trust is seeking a dynamic project 
officer to coordinate this innovative development. 


Based in Dartford, you will be committed to working with disabled people and 
interested in environmental issues. In addition to being highly motivated you 
will be an effective communicator, a good organiser and have had experience 
working with people. The ability to drive and have your own car is essential. 


For an application form, job details or informal chat 


Tel: 0322 287727 (24 hours). 


Closing date: 25th September 1992. Interviews: 8th October 1992. 


The Groundwork Trust is striving to become an Equal Opportunities Employer 
and operates a No Smoking Policy at its offices. 
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DISABLED PERSONS 


ACCESS OFFICER 
pois £21,660 - £23,466 P.a. inc. 


Brent is seeking a disabled person to become the Council’s Access 


Officer. 


You will be experienced in disability design, contract implementation, 
management, and have worked directly with community groups. 


You will demonstrate an understanding of the social and environmental 
discrimination experienced by disabled people. 


You must declare a disability in your application form, or 
you will not be considered for shortlisting. 


Mi APPLICATION FORMS AND JOB DESCRIPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM 
HOUSING PERSONNEL SECTION, HOUSING DEPARTMENT, 
ROOM 411, MAHATMA GANDHI HOUSE, 
34 WEMBLEY HILL ROAD, WEMBLEY, 


MIDDX HAS 8AD. TELEPHONE 


081-900 5757 (24 HOUR ANSWERPHONE). 


Ml PLEASE QUOTE REFRENCE NO: HE/410 


MB CLOSING DATE: 18TH SEPTEMBER. 


BRENT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 

TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


FOR SALE 


Lightweight wheelchairs for sale. 
New folding wheelchair with quick 
release axles from £633. New rigid 
chairs from £1,195. QUICKIE and 
ACTION TECHNOLOGY available. Also 
ex-demonstration and second hand 
wheelchairs. Further information 
contact EPC (0252) 547939 or our 
new office in Coventry (0203) 422327. 


TABOR CENTRE FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED ADULTS 
CARE MANAGEMENT PILOT PROJECT 


CARE MANAGER (Based in Chelmsford Essex) 
SALARY: Spinal Column 30 £15,540 


We are looking for a Care Manager, who will be independent of statutory Services, and 
specifically address the issues of community care and empowerment for young people 
with severe physical disabilities. This will include: co-ordinating packages of ‘care 
support’, developing disability information systems, advocacy and the promotion of ‘self 
advocacy’. The post holder will be involved in the evaluation of service provision in 
partnership with service users and providers, and also keep abreast of relevant 
legislation and national disability issues. 

Someone with: direct personal experience of disability, good communication and 
negotiation skills, the ability to organise information, a vision about how services should 
perform and a real commitment to the effective promotion of disability awareness and 
the needs of disabled people. 


Additionally the applicant will need computer skills and be prepared to work flexible hours. 


This project is jointly funded by Mid Essex Health Authority and Essex County Council 
and the appointment will be for an initial fixed term contract of 12 months (with the 
possibility of renewal). 

An application form and information pack is available from:- Lynne Hancock, Area 
Manager, Mid Essex Community Health Services, Collingwood Road, Witham, Essex 
CM8 2TT. Tel: 0376 516515 ext 133. 


CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS: 15 September 1992. 


LONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM FOREST 


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT PROJECT 


This is a new initiative, funded by Waltham Forest Council, the European 
Commission and London East Training Enterprise Council. Designed to provide 
access to open employment for people with learning difficulties. The project is part of 
the EC human resources initiative (Horizon) and is linked to partner projects in Dublin 
and Majorca. The following three posts are fixed term contract to December 1993. 


PROJECT LEADER 
S01 £16,128 - £17,130 pa inc 


Responsible for the development and management of the Project, including day- 
to-day management, liaising with employers to develop Supported Employment 
opportunities, designing and delivering training and the recruitment of clients and 
volunteer workers. REF: G171DISN. 


TWO PROJECT WORKERS 
SCALE 6 £14,625 - £15,546 pa inc 


Providing comprehensive support on a day-to-day basis to clients, employers and 
volunteers in order to maximise employment opportunities and to develop and 
encourage a more autonomous life style for clients participating in the Project. 
REF: G172DISN. 


For all three posts we seek enthusiastic and innovative people who are committed to 
principles and practices of a Supported Employment model. Applicants should have 
experience of direct training and placement work with employers. An awareness of 
the employment issues facing people with disabilities is essential. Applicants for 
Project Leader should have experience of project management and supervision. 


The posts will be based primarily at Chestnuts House, 398 Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow. A casual car user allowance is payable. 


We would particularly welcome applications from black and ethnic minority groups 
who are under represented in this organisation (section 38 1 (b) of the Race 
Relations Act 1976 applies). People with a disability who meet the basic criteria 
for the post will automatically be shortlisted. 


For an application form/details apply to: The Recruitment Team, Personnel Unit, 
Education Department, Municipal Offices, High Road, London E10 5QJ. Tel: 081- 
527 5544 ext 5351. 


Closing date: 05/10/92. 


These jobs are available for job share. Job 
details are available on tape on request. 


Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial 
community and welcomes applications from 
women, black and ethnic minorities, people 
with disabilities, lesbians and gay men to 
help build a representative workforce. 


THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
Se 


Waltham 
3%) Forest 


GBL SERVICES 


MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [All Types]) 
® Bought and Sold 
® Repairs, Services and Alterations 
®Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 
® Hiring Service Available 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 
Unit E3 & E4, Shield Business 
Centre, Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
Tel: 081-569 8955 


/ 
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Mr Evans on 021-366 6796 any time. 


P/T EMPLOYER LIAISON OFFICER 
£8,736 per annum (21 hours per week flexible) 


To liaise with employers in the London Borough of Camden and sell the merits of 
recruiting disabled people. The Liaison Officer will introduce the benefits of recruiting 
from the employment training services in Camden and Excel and will be based in both 
Camden Town Hall and Excel Recruitment in Hornsey. 


P/T SECRETARY/PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
£12,000 per annum pro rata (16 hours per week flexible) 


To provide full reception and administrative duties to the Director. Must have 
experience of word processing, organisation of office bookings, recording of information, 
typing and have a good telephone manner. 


P/T BOOK-KEEPER 
£5,096 per annum (14 hours Monday and Thursday 10am - 5pm) 


To provide a full book-keeping service to Excel. Must have experience of book-keeping 
up to trial balance, maintaining accounts, filing and communication with 
debtors/creditors. It would be desirable to have a working knowledge of charity 
accounts, tax returns, VAT, PAYE, and funding applications procedure. It would also be 
desirable to have experience of Word Perfect 5.1 or Apple Macintosh Spread Sheets. 
We are actively looking to appoint disabled people to the above posts. 


Contact Peter Moore or Trudi Scrivener on 081 348 8141 for further information and 
application forms. Closing date 14th September 1992. 


EXCEL RECRUITMENT 


THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
Decanter ere ee eee 


Waltham 
*%) Forest 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S 


POLICY DEVELOPMENT WORKER Ref: H1840 / DN 
(RACE & DISABILITY ACTION PLANNING) 

£20,523 - £22,248 p.a.inc. (under review) 

PUTTING WORDS INTO ACTION! 

The Council has completed a project on race and disability, with over 100 
recommendations, called “SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF”. We are now 
seeking a disabled person to help us put our words into action. 

If you have experience of paid or unpaid work in a local authority or the 
voluntary sector, and of working in a multi-racial environment perhaps you 
will have the right ideas to help us to do this effectively. You will need a full 
understanding of the needs and concems of disabled people within the black 
and ethnic community, and you will be responsible for advising at a high level 
on the results of research into these issues. 

Good communication, report writing and action planning skills are essential. 
You will need to monitor the effectiveness of new policies and analyse 
results, and liaise with all disabled groups and the voluntary sector. Some 
attendance at evening meetings will be required. 

This post is advertised under Section 38 (i)(b) of the Race Relations Act, 
1976, since black and ethnic minorities are under-represented in this area 
of work. 

MINICOM USERS MAY TELEPHONE 081 527 5544 extension 4729 
between 9.30am and 5.00pm. 

This post is available for Job Share. 

Job details are available on tape upon request. 

Closing date: 12th October 1992 

For an application form and further details apply to Recruitment 
Officer, Personnel Department, Town Hall, Forest Road, London E17 
4JF. telephone 081 531 1436 between 9.30am and 5.00pm only. 


An Equal Opportunities Employer 


Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial 
community and welcomes applications 
fromwomen, blackandethnicminorities, 


people with disabilities, lesbians andgay 
men to help build a representative 
workforce. 


For a fast and efficient service contact 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


Classified lineage advertisements 


| Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or fullstop and a space after each sentence. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a 
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particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


POWERCHAIRS & 
(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 
Nearly new, hardly used 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. 
All models wanted and for sale. 
ge Ihe right one to suit your 
3 individual problem. 
Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 
Ring Mr Gibbons 


021-357 4965. 


1988 Nippy Tricycle, blue, 1,800 
miles. Taxed MOT. Windscreen, roof, 
side panels. Propel your wheelchair up 
the Nippy’s ramp, secure, start the 
engine, freedom can be yours. £1,500. 
Tel: RC Hayes (Leicester) Ltd 
(0455) 213075. 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 


TERRACED HOUSE, Wallace Street, 
Barrow in Furness. Only £19,950 cash. 
Vacant possession. Tel: Solicitor, Mrs 
Roper (0229) 822144. 


BUNGALOW, ARCHITECT 
DESIGNED for disabled person, mod- 
ern style in lovely setting near Woking. 
Tel: (0483) 481871. 


MODERN BUNGALOW, specially 
designed, 3 bedrooms, fantastic view. 
Fort William area. Tel: (0539) 567342. 


LONDON NW7, fully converted room 
with en suite bathroom for disabled per- 
son. Inc. electric hoist, in det d/f house. 
5 beds, 2 recs, kit/diner, clkrm, 2 baths. 
Gas CH, front garden with ramp and 
parking, large rear garden, freehold. 
£245,000. Tel: 081-959 2101. 


ADAPTED BUNGALOW, WEST 
YORKS. Suitable for Tetraplegic. Bath- 
room and toilet with electric hoist. Addi- 
tional toilet. Main bedroom has ceiling 
rail. 2 additional bedrooms. Concrete 
ramp to front door. Small garden etc. 
Situated Ossett, near Wakefield. 
£67,950. No chain, availlable now. Tel: 
Mr Toy (0533) 395464. 


TWO SEMI-DETACHED BUNGA- 
LOWS freehold. Designed _for 
wheelchair use. 2 bed with drive-in 
shower. 3 bed with bath. Both CH, nice 
level grounds with views. Cenarth, West 
Wales. The pair £110,000 with paddock. 
Tel: (0239) 87774. 


Did you know that Disability 
Now is a non-profit making 
newspaper and welcomes dona- 
tions? If you can help, write to 
DN, address on page 2. 


SEND US YOUR 
SMALLS... 


...and make a big impres- 
sion. Small ads in DN 


reach over 80,000 people 
for just £3 a line 

All small ads’ must be 
paid for in advance. If you 
want to advertise, please 
use the form on the left. 
Send it and a cheque for 


the total to Disability 
Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
London W1AN 4EQ. 
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HOLIDAYS 


SUNNY TENERIFE 


Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 LJW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 


Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


For a trouble-free holiday 
with all the family try: 
ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
a discreetly adapted manor house 
set in acres of beautiful grounds. 
22 bedrooms - licensed bars - free 
use of wheelchairs - mini-bus. 
Tel: (050841) 324 
or write to: The Manager 
Ashwellithorpe Hall Hotel 
Ashwellthorpe 
Norwich NR16 1EX 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5NxX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 525133. 


A beautiful Welsh stone cottage nestled in 
a quiet valley on the River Granell. Close to 
mountains, hills and Cardigan Bay. Fully 
equipped for the disabled visitor. To sleep 
5 persons. Bed linen and towels supplied. 
For colour brochure phone Richard and 
Linda Burgess on (0570) 470275. 
*INDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL 
AND GAMES ROOM NOW OPEN*+ 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. HOLIDAY OF A 
LIFETIME! FOR THE INDEPENDENT 
DISABLED TRAVELLER. Large Luxury 
Adapted Bungalow Overlooking Golf 
Course (including free membership). 3 
Double Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. Sleeps 
6. Cable TV. Telephone. 10 minutes 
Airport. 20 minutes Disney etc. DON’T 
MISS IT! Contact paraplegic owner, Sue 
Fisher, 061 792 3029, 5 Park Lane, 
Broughton Park, Salford M7 OLB. 


VS Travel Club, 2 Albert Cottages, 
Eastwick Road, Great Bookham, Surrey 
KT23 4BA. A travel agent for disabled 
people. Free holiday advice and your 
holiday and flight booked. Please ring 
Mrs Savory on (0372) 456885 for more 
details. £25 life membership and 5% off 
holiday insurance. ABTA/AITA. 


tv, tea-making, CH. Ideal touring location - 
scenic drives to beaches, lakes, mountains and 
castles. Generous portions of fresh wholesome 
food. Help feed a variety of friendly animals. 
B&B from £15. Weekly BB and evening 
meal £145. Children’s reductions. 
Tel: (0766) 87397. Small groups catered for. 
Awarded WTB assisted wheelchair access. 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on high moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge and Grassington. Beautiful views. 
Sleeps up to 5+2. Comfortable, well- 
equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 


Phone: (0423) 711747. 


Somerset/Dorset borders. 
Peaceful, comfortable self- 
catering barn conversion. 
Sleeps 4. 

0749 812284 for full details. 


Holiday facilities database is a new small 
computerised service which stores details of 
hotels in Dorset and Somerset. For £1.50, this 
new service has been specially designed to 


help you the disabled person find the right 

hotel. Please send only a SAE to HFD, Hill 

Dairy, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 
7TG or telephone (0831) 240780. 


FIND A FRIEND 


NID, 
LIF BE) 


Q ©. 


For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


Disability Now ts not responsible for the 
claims made in the advertisements it prints. 
Readers are advised to check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


Friends in Need 
Disabled Partners 


Being disabled need not be a 
handicap. Are you lonely, bored 
and longing to make new friends? 


WE CAN HELP - CALL US 


We specialise in establishing new 
friends and relationships for 
all able bodied and disabled 

people nationwide. 


WE CAN HELP - CALL US NOW 
081 676 0396 


DATES FOR THE DISABLED 
- A BETTER LIFE - 
36 Park Grove, Edgware, 
Middx. HA8 7SJ 
Tel. 081-958 1095 
081-958 9657 


ADMINISTRATOR 


Actors Touring Company is an established and successful 
small scale touring theatre company specialising in presenting 
neglected European classics and in receipt of recently increased 
funding from the Arts Council of Great Britain. We are looking 
to appoint an Administrator to work with the General Manager, 
Joanna Reid, in areas of general administration and marketing. 


Salary £12,000 pa 


An exciting opportunity for anyone who wishes to move into or develop a career in 
Arts Management 


For full details and an application form please write to Joanna Reid, ATC, 
Alford House, Aveline Street, London SE11 5DQ or ring 071 735 8311 
(24 hours) quoting Ref: NOW/1 


CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS - 25 SEPTEMBER 
INTERVIEWS - 5 OCTOBER 


ATC IS STRIVING TO BE AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


A nd if you didn’t guess, you must be someone with a 
disability. 

Already well renowned for our commitment to equal 
Opportunities and innovation we’re launching a brand new, unique 
initiative that gives people with a disability the opportunity to train 
and become fully qualified in Social Work or Occupational Therapy. 

Why? Because, for Birmingham Social Services to provide 
really effective services our workforce should fully reflect the 
make-up of the community we serve including people with 
disabilities. 

Jointly supported by Birmingham Social Services and 
Birmingham Training and Enterprise Council, the 3 or 4 year 
training programme gives you an in-sight into every aspect of social 
work or occupational therapy. 

During the first year, you'll gain practical working experience in 
a relevant setting. Thereafter, the following 2/3 years will be spent 
at college, and once you become qualified, you'll have the 
guarantee of a job and the prospect of an excellent career. And 
throughout the training programme, individuals will be fully paid. 

To secure one of the 8 places, we’ll expect you to be self 
motivated, have good communication skills, and the ability to 
achieve 'A' level standard in written work, in order to record and 
analyse complex information. 

Twelve months experience in any relevant field, either as an 
employee or in a voluntary capacity, is essential. 


Like to know more? 


Then come along to our Open Day event on Saturday 19th 
September from 10am to 1pm at Chamberlain House, 2 Yew 
Tree Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 8QG. 


@ Car parking adjacent to building 
@ No 50 and 35 Bus stops are approx. 1/4 mile away 
@ Wheelchair access 
@ Induction loop 
@ Sign language Interpreters 
@ Refreshments available 
For further information before the event, please phone John 


Gordon on 021-235 3527 or Patricia McCabe on 021-442 4252 or 
write to: 


Patricia McCabe, Social Services Department, Chamberlain 
House, 2 Yew Tree Road, Moseley,Birmingham B13 8QG. 


OPEN DAY 


Saturday 19th September at Chamberlain House, 
2 Yew Tree Rd, Moseley, Birmingham 


10am - lpm 
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SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


ACCESS TO SOCIAL WORK/OT FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES 


TRAINING OFFICER 


£17,208 - £19,110 


Yours will be a very influential and challenging role, managing and ’ 
setting up a venture supported by Birmingham Training and Enterprise 
Council and the Social Services Department for 3 years. 


This innovative Access to Social Work/Occupational Therapy trainee 
scheme for People with Disabilities aims to encourage more people 
with disabilities into the department where they are currently under- 
represented, especially at qualified level. 

Whilst steering the project from start to finish, you'll have an important 
counselling role, providing on-going advice and support to trainees, 
practice teachers and managers, and positive action training for 
employees with disabilities. 

You'll have direct personal experience of the Disabled People’s 
Movement and be familiar with the social model of disability. 
Experience of training will be vital to the success of this initiative, and 
some awareness of NVQ will also be important. 


This is an excellent opportunity to make a lasting impact on the largest 
social services department in England which is underlining its 
commitment to development with a training budget of over £1 million. 
For an application form and further details, please write 
(quoting ref..92/911/1) to the Head of Human Resources, Social 
Services Department, Birmingham City Council, 44 Newhall 
Street, Birmingham B3 3PL or telephone 021- 235 3527 or 021- 
235 3549 (24 hour answering service). 


Closing date: 18th September 1992. 


Previous applicants will automatically be re-considered and 
need not re-apply. 


Birmingham Ci 


The City Council welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community, irrespective of race, 
colour, gender, sexuality or disability. 

Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


Council 


WS 


Fairfield 


—> electronics 
& Charger Repairs A 


£39.50 inc. return carriage 
For further details contact Fairfield 
Electronics, 125 Northfield Rd, 
Ringwood Hants. BH24 41SS. Or ring 
0425 472681 (24 hours). 


Most wheelchair battery chargers repaired 


HAIR LOSS 


The established medical lotion being 
used worldwide to treat thinning hair and 
hair loss is available for home treatment 
privately from Dr W Mackay, PO Box 
458, Glasgow G42 8QJ. For complete 
information call or write to Dr Mackay. 
Telephone 041 423 1037. 10am-5pm 
Mon-Fri. Worldwide Distribution. 


Disability Now 1s not respon- 
sible for the claims made in 
the advertisements it prints. 
Readers are advised to check 
claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


FOR RENT 


Disabled? Ready for independence and to live 
your own life, but need some personal help? 
Having difficulty finding somewhere suitable to 
live? We may have the answer at Grove Road, 
Notts. , with appropriately adapted modern two- 
bedroom ground floor accommodation currently 
available to rent. Wessex tracking hoist from 
bedroom through to bathroom, and back-up 
team of helpers if you need them. Very good 
situation for right applicant. Phone for informal 
discussion, written information and possible 
interview, Mansfield (0623) 511549. 


Chief Executive’s Department 


Disability Officer 


Salary £17,208 - £18,231 based in Winchester 


Do you have the special qualities and unique experience to help Hampshire 
County Council promote the employment of disabled people in its workforce? 


The job is to develop and promote strategies within the organisation, provide 
training for managers and foster links with other organisations. 


To have practical personal experience of how disability interacts with the work 
environment you will be disabled yourself. You will need to demonstrate 
practical knowledge of relevant employment schemes and corresponding 
legislation. Your communication and interpersonal skills will be needed to 
produce reports and articles for publication and in delivering training. An ability 
to use computerised office systems would be an advantage. 


In addition, to a competitive salary we offer an excellent range of benefits 
including relocation assistance where appropriate, free parking, generous 
annual leave, flexible working hours, index-linked pension and staff restaurant. 


Disabled access and facilities are available. 


Applications are welcome in any format as well as from candidates wishing to 
job share. For an application form contact Central Personnel Unit, The Castle, 
Winchester SO23 8UJ, tel: (0962) 847690 (Answerphone). 


Closing date for applications: Friday 18th September 1992. 


If you would like assistance or have a particular query please contact Pearl 
McMullan on Winchester (0962) 847686 between 9.00am and 4.30pm. 


We pursue a policy of Equality of Opportunity 
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Hampshir 


COUNT Y OUNCHEL 


EUROPEAN BLIND UNION, PARIS 


Two posts in new office starting October '92, located in Paris for 2-3 
years, later possibly transferring to other main town within EC: (1) } 
Chief of office; (2) Secretary to Chief. Salaries (subject to education 
and experience): (1) FFs 125,000 - 150,000; (2) FFs 80,000 - | 
100,000 per annum gross. Experience necessary in comparable " 
international work. : 
Further information from/Applications by 1 October 1992 to: 

President, EBU, PO Box 5900 Hegdehaugen, 0308 Oslo, Norway. 
Telephone: +47 2 466990; telefax: +47 2 564047. 


Head of Library and 


Information Services 
£24,973 - £29,813 


Greenwich Libraries are at a crucial stage in their development. 
The Council is seeking a visionary manager who will lead a 
traditional service through a period of change towards a new 
sustainable pattern of delivery. With a budget of £3.5 million, 
libraries are a major element in Greenwich Leisure which is 
developing a radical vision of the future to mould traditional values 
in the context of CCT, financial restrictions and social and 
economic change. 


We seek an experienced Librarian who can develop new forms of 
service provision and provide leadership in setting and achieving 
targets for key deliverables, making maximum use of assets, income 
generation, forging new partnerships and promoting libraries to suit 
our modern and evolving urban community. 


We positively welcome applications from members of the Black 
and Ethnic Minority groups, women and people with disabilities as 
these groups are under-represented in this area. 


For an application form please contact Directorate of Leisure 
Services, Personnel Department, London Borough of Greenwich, 
147 Powis Street, London SE18 6JL. Tel: 081-854 8888 ext 
2553/2555. 


Closing date: 2nd October 1992. 


Greenwich Council operates an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from women and men aged up to 65 from all cultures, black 
and ethnic minority groups, lesbians and gay men and disabled 
people.Unless otherwise stated, all jobs are open to Jobshare. You are 
welcome to apply for job sharing, either with or without a partner. 


a= 


We provide Waltham Forest’s multi-cultural 
community with a wide range of essential 
services. That means we have a wide range of 
job opportunities to offer. 

Whatever your background, skills, or level of 
experience, we’re bound to have a position to 
suit you. You don’t have to be straight out of 
school or college with a string of qualifications 
either. 

We regularly have vacancies of all types at all 
levels - office, craftand manual, and professional. 


OFFERING A 


WIDE 


RANGE OF SERVICES 


You will find our job advertisements in the local 
papers, national press and in various trade and 
professional journals. Information on our 
vacancies is displayed at local Job Centres, and 
details are also circulated to community groups 
within the Borough. 


Contact the Recruitment Officer on 081 527 
5544 for our Job List, which is updated each 
week. Or you can pick up a copy from the 
Town Hall, Forest Road, London E17 4JF, or 
from other public offices and libraries. The 
Job List is also available on tape, upon 
request. 


MEANS 


THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
ed 
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Name (“se eee | 
Address | 


Action Disability Kensington & Chelsea 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR 
Part-time Salary: £9,493 pa (inc. LW) for 24 hour week. 


Director of dynamic local disability organisation is looking for an exceptional 
Personal Assistant to be responsible for the smooth running of the office and for 
providing ahigh level of secretarial support. You mustbe an experienced secretary 
or PA with a good educational background. The successful candidate will have 
organisational skills, be able to communicate well verbally and in writing, and use 
his/her judgement and discretion in dealing with matters on the Director's behalf. 
Knowledge of Word Processing and of office systems and procedures is essential. 


Closing date: 25 September 1992 Interview Date: 7 October 1992 
For application form/ job description, contact: 
ADKC, 19-27 Young Street, London W8 5EH. Tel: 071-937 7073. 


ADKC is an Equal Opportunities Employer and positively encourages applications 
from disabled people. Our offices are fully accessible. 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


— WORKING TOWARDS — 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


Avon County Council Equal Opportunities Unit requires 


DISABILITY EQUALITY OFFICER 
(CONSULTATION) 


Salary: £16,068 (pay award pending) 


To develop structures for consultation with disabled people in the 
county of Avon within the framework of the Council’s Disability 
Equality Policy. The post will involve co-ordinating and supporting 
local and county wide forums of disabled people. 


Experience of disability equality work is essential. 
This post is only open to disabled applicants. 


Application form and further details from: 
Director of Personnel, Recruitment & Selection Unit, PO Box 270, 
Avon House, Haymarket, BS99 7HE or telephone 0272 298565 


(Voice) 0272 244474 (Minicom) 
AS 


Closing Date: 25 September 1992 
Interviews: Friday 16 October 1992 


Please quote reference number CCE/02376/6K 
when asking for forms which must be returned by 
the specified closing date. 


Graduate 
Administrative 


Trainee 


£10,854 to £13,659 
(post designated for graduate with disabilities) 


We would like to bring to your attention, an opportunity 
at Solihull Council, which is open only to graduates with 
disabilities, 

We are looking for a self-motivated, adaptable graduate 
with a keen interest in local government, to follow a two 
year training appointment. The successful candidate will 
spend six months in each of four departments undertaking 
a variety of challenging and varied projects set by the 
department. Candidates must be able to undertake 
research, apply information technology, maintain customer 
contact and prepare reports, which are all aspects of the 
programme. Previous work experience in local government 
will be an advantage. Time off to study for an appropriate 
professional qualification is offered (fees paid). Progress 
and salary will be reviewed every six months. 


tunity 


It is anticipated that trainees will apply for permanent 
posts nearing the end of training. 


Contact Lynn Lowe for an informal discussion on 
021-704 6082. 
Ref: DN/G248 
Closing date: 21st September, 1992 


Application forms are available from: The Staffing 
Officer, Town Clerk’s Department, Solihull MBC, 
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B91 3QS. Telephone: 021-704 6152 (24-hour). 


Solihull 


All applications will be considered on their merit 


P.O.Box 18, Council House, Solihull, West Midlands, 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
please contact the 
Advertisement Man- 
ager, Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 

12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 

Tél O71-252-2362: 
Fax: O71- 237 8019. 


Deadlines for October 

issue: booking by 11 
September, camera 
ready artwork/copy by 
15 September. 


PUBLICATIONS 


NEW WRITER? Dear Sir, the magazine 
written by its readers, publishes short 
features by UNKNOWNS. CASH 
AWARDS. For sample issue send A4 
S.a.e. and £1 to 54, Frant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5U. 


EXHIBITIONS 


YORKSHIRE DISABILITY & 
MOBILITY EXHIBITION 
to be held at 


DOME LEISURE PARK 
Bawtry Road, Doncaster 
Sunday 20th September 1992 
10.00am to 5.00pm 


Disability Ample Parking 
& Mobility Refreshments 


ae £150 free draw 
Exhibition Admission free 


Free bus service from Barnsley, 
Rotherham and Sheffield. Pick up 
points to be announced in the 
press or tel: 0226 386677 for 
further details. 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. Remonstrance 
7. Hamburger bar 10. Brass 
11. Runner 13. Yiddish 

15. Pus 18. Train spotter 
21. Trowel 22. Antrim 
DOWN: 1. Rehabilitate 

2. Mammary 3. Nouns 

4. Tiger 5. Aaron 6. Error 
8. Agent 12. Unspoken 

14. Hut 16. Steer 

17. Broom 19. Avon 

20. Noel 


NEWS QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. David Mellor 2. It 
alleged his face had been 
disfigured by plastic surgery. 
3. Resolution of her claim 
that she had been sexually 
discriminated against when 
she applied to become chief 
constable. 4. The Mafia 

5. It refused to reveal the 
identity of a source it used 
in a documentary about 
Northern Ireland 6. He 
protested about an umpire’s 
decision 7. Bill Clinton 

8. Shadow Health Secretary 
9. A Vatican report described 
homosexuality as an 
“objective disorder”. 

10. Nick Faldo 
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GRANTS 


GRANT AID TO VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 
AND COMMUNITY GROUPS 


Waltham Forest Council invites voluntary and community 
organisations serving the local community to apply for Grant 
Aid for the financial year 1993-94. 

Groups involved in any of the following may be eligible for 
funding: 

@ Advice @ Arts M@ Children’s Holiday Projects 

@ Community Developments M Counselling & Information 

M@ Disability |ssues Il Education Mi Housing/Tenant Groups 
M@ Leisure M@ RaceRelations HM Recreation M Social Services 
M@ Sport Under 5’s Groups Mf Welfare Rights Groups 

H@ Women’s Groups 

Forms must be returned by Friday 30th October 1992. 
Application forms and guidance notes are available from: 

The Chief Executive’s Department 
(Secretariat Room 227) 

London Borough of Waltham Forest, Town 
Hall, Forest Road, Walthamstow E17 4JF 
Tel: 081-527 5544 ext 4634. 


NZ 
Waltham Forest 


Disability Now 


The campaigning 
newspaper for people 
with all kinds 

of disabilities 

Please SUPPORT DW by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 

Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 


made payable to 
DISABILITY NOW. No stamp is needed. 


NAME 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 
Please tick 


| wish to become a 
new subscriber to Disability Now [_] 


Individual at 
home address 


One year (12 issues) £10 [_] 
Two year (24 issues) £19 [_] 


One year (12 issues) £15[_] 
Two year (24 issues) £29 [| 


Organisations / 
authorities etc. 


Overseas One year Sterling £20 [_] 


* Multiple copies £______—tyear (12 issues) [_ ] 


I/We enclose Cheque/PO LJ 
A voluntary donation towards costs £ ——__ LJ 


| authorise you to charge my VISA [_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 


Expiry Date__/ _ Signature 
Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 


Disability Now is a non-profit making publication. It is sent a 
free to disabled people on low income if they letus know. J 


* Multiple copies a 
2 copies £24, 3 copies £36, 4 copies £48, 5 copies £60, 6 copies £72, 8 
10-50 copies £100, 51-100 copies £125. One year (12 issues) only. 
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Disability premium 
in the dock again 


The latest round in the long- 
running battle for Severe Dis- 
ability Premium (SDP) takes 
place at the House of Lords 
next month. 

Rosaline Foster, a 20-year- 
old woman with cerebral palsy 
from the Wirral, is challenging 
the Secretary of State for 
Social Security’s right to 
decide who is disabled. 

The premium was intro- 
duced five years ago for 
severely disabled people who 
live alone. Ms Foster received 
SDP for over a year. She then 
lost it in October 1989 when 
the Department of Social Secu- 
rity found out she was living 
with her mother. 

She appealed, arguing that 
sharing the parental home con- 
stituted “joint occupation” 
(DN, August 1990). 

In December 1990 a social 
security commissioner backed 
her, ruling that the Secretary 
of State had acted outside the 
law by defining disability 
according to someone’s status 
in a house. 


The Government then 


appealed and won (DN, April 
1991). The court ruled that the 
minister had “drastic power” to 


decide who is severely disabled 
and to “move the goalposts” 
whenever necessary. 

It is this decision that Ms 
Foster is appealing against. If 
she wins, around 100,000 
severely disabled people living 
with their parents could apply 
for the £32.55 a week premium. 

Ms Foster is being sup- 
ported by Tameside Welfare 
Rights Service and _ the 
National Severe Disability Pre- 
mium Campaign (NSDPC). 
The NSDPC is holding a con- 
ference* on SDP on 7 Septem- 
ber and a lobby of parliament 
is planned in October. 

John Higgins tel: (0773) 746101 
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Chris Walker from Catcote School, Hartlepool, tries out the “Floatsation”, a new raft for 


: — —— 


disabled people. Designed by the school’s head teacher, Eddy Anderson, and businessman 
Alan Oughton, the raft is through to the regional semi-finals of the Toshiba Year of Inven- 
tion competition. Floatsation is made up of two layers of 600 plastic balls held together by 
netting. As you float, water passes through the balls to massage and support your body and 
give you confidence. Available from end of October at around £300. Tel: (0207) 283130. 


Diabetic foods ‘a waste of money’ 


“Diabetic” foods are a waste of 
money and a potential dietary 
disaster, says a new report.* 

The Food Commission (FC), 
an independent consumer 
watchdog, looked at diabetic 
jams, cakes, chocolates, wafers, 
biscuits and cereal bars made 
by companies such as Boots, 
Thorntons and Sionon. 

The diabetic products scored 


badly on health and cost, said 
the Commission. And some, it 
alleges, appear to break food 
regulations by labelling them- 
selves diabetic foods although 
they had more fat or calories 
than normal products. A Tun- 
nocks caramel wafer, for exam- 
ple, had 454 calories per 100g 
and cost 47p. A Boots diabetic 
caramel wafer had 490 calories 


per 100g and cost 81p. 

Although the World Health 
Organisation has described dia- 
betic foods as “neither desirable 
nor necessary”, £15 million is 
spent on them a year. 

Boots has described the FC 
report as “misleading” and 
“inaccurate”. “All Boots dia- 
betic foods comply fully with 
the legal requirements in terms 


of composition and labelling”, 
said a spokesperson. 

“Diabetic foods are more 
costly than standard equiva- 
lents because of the special 
ingredients, the manufacturing 
processes and the fact that pro- 
duction runs are very short.” 


* £3.50, The Food Magazine, 
Aug/ October, tel: 071-935 9078. 


The Ford Escort has always been one of the best 
selling cars in the Motability scheme, and the latest 
Ford Escort should be no exception. 


Although only slightly wider than its predecessor, 


it's considerably roomier inside. Shallower sills and 
taller doors that open wider, make getting in and out 
easier, particularly when you have awkward items to 


carry, such as a foldaway wheelchair. 


When we designed the 


new Escort, we considered 


every kind of family. 


Height adjustable front seat belts ensure all 
occupants travel comfortably, and there's also a remote 
release (on L models and above) for the new lower and 
wider tailgate. 

Another creature comfort is power assisted 
steering, available for the first time as an option 
(1.6 litre engine models only). 

For more information fill in the coupon opposite, 
or call freephone 0800 252 983. 

Alternatively, contact one of our Motability 
specialists (you'll find one at almost every Ford main 
dealership). They'll also be able to give you details 
of the special Escort for disabled drivers. 


Remember, you don't have to be a disabled driver 


to qualify for the Motability scheme. In fact you don't 
have to be disabled at all. If you have a friend or 
someone in your family who is disabled you simply 


have to be nominated by them to act as their ‘chauffeur! 


| St. Mary's Green, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3BR. 
Please send me the Motability scheme details. 


| Address 


| 
| 
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Name 
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